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Introduction

The Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016 provides definitions for all the concepts, variables and geographic
terms of the 2016 Census.

The dictionary covers 14 different broad topics (e.g., education; families, households and marital status; and age
and sex). Terms and variables are listed alphabetically by specific characteristic within each topic section.

The dictionary presents information in the following format:

Definition
This is a comprehensive definition of each variable or term used in all census products. Every attempt has been
made to ensure that this jargon-free definition is more accessible to the general public.

A variable is a subject about which information can be retrieved from the census database.

Statistical unit(s)

This is the unit of observation or measurement for which data are collected or derived (e.g., person or household).

Classification(s)
This identifies the organized structure by which the responses or elements are grouped.

Reported in

This heading indicates the census years in which the term or variable was used, and whether the data were
collected from the entire population or from a sample. If the data were collected from a sample, the sampling
fraction is given.

Reported for
This heading gives information on the population or subpopulation for which the data are provided.

Question number(s)
This heading indicates the survey question number(s) to which a variable is associated.

There are direct variables, derived variables and coded variables. For example, the question on the sex of
respondents has two response categories: male and female. These categories correspond exactly to the
information in the database. For this reason, ‘Sex’ is said to be a direct variable. By contrast, ‘First official language
spoken’ is referred to as a derived variable because the information in the database does not correspond to a
single question on the questionnaire. Rather, it is derived from the responses to the questions on knowledge of
official languages, mother tongue and language spoken most often at home.

Coded variables are written responses that have been classified according to a predetermined classification
system.

Responses

This heading shows the response categories or classifications of the variable. ‘Not applicable’ appears under this
heading in the case of geographic terms.

Remarks

This heading provides any additional detailed information (e.g., on the comparability with previous censuses and
other surveys) that may help users to better understand and use the data.
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List of new variables and terms

The 2016 Census consisted largely of the same content as the 2011 Census and 2011 National Household Survey
(NHS). However, the Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016 includes some new variables and terms. They are:
Geography

e Aggregate dissemination area (ADA)

Housing

e Core housing need

Immigration and ethnocultural diversity

e Admission category
e Applicant type

Income

e Basic Canada child tax benefit (CCTB)

e Canada Pension Plan (CPP) and Québec Pension Plan (QPP) — Disability benefits
e Canada Pension Plan (CPP) and Québec Pension Plan (QPP) — Retirement benefits
e Canada Pension Plan (CPP) and Québec Pension Plan (QPP) — Survivor benefits
e Contributions to Canada Pension Plan (CPP) and Québec Pension Plan (QPP)

e Contributions to Employment Insurance (El)

e Contributions to registered pension plans (RPP)

e Contributions to registered retirement savings plans (RRSPs)

e Contributions to tax-free savings accounts (TFSA)

*  Employment income decile group

¢ Employment Insurance (El) — Other benefits

¢ Employment Insurance (El) — Regular benefits

* Goods and services tax (GST) credit and harmonized sales tax (HST) credit

e Government transfers not included elsewhere

e Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) and spousal allowance

* Income sources

* Low-income gap ratio

¢ National child benefit supplement (NCBS)

e Net federal income tax

e Old Age Security pension (OAS)

e Provincial and territorial child benefits

e Provincial and territorial income taxes

e Social assistance benefits

e Total income decile group

e Universal child care benefit (UCCB)

¢ Workers’ compensation benefits

e Working income tax benefit (WITB)
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Labour

e Industry (based on the North American Industry Classification System [NAICS] 2012)
e Occupation (based on the National Occupational Classification [NOC] 2016)

List of deleted and discontinued variables and terms

The following entries, which were included in the 2011 Census Dictionary (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2011/ref/dict/index-eng.cfm), Catalogue no. 98-301-X, or the 2011 NHS Dictionary (http://lwww12.
statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/ref/dict/index-eng.cfm), Catalogue no. 99-000-X, have been discontinued for the
2016 Census.
Education
e Major field of study - ISCED and CIP Canada concordances
e Major field of study (based on the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Canada 2000, historical)
* Postsecondary certificates, diplomas and degrees, types obtained

Families, households and marital status

e Census family composition

e Introduction to the family universe

e Introduction to the population in private households universe
e Introduction to the private households universe

e Relationship to household reference person (Person 1)

Immigration and ethnocultural diversity

* Religion

Income

¢ Adjusted market income
*  Low-income measure of market income (LIM-MI)

e Severity of low income

Labour

e Industry (based on the North American Industry Classification System [NAICS] 2007)
¢ Occupation (based on the National Occupational Classification - Statistics [NOC-S] 2006)
e Occupation (based on the National Occupational Classification [NOC] 2011)

Mobility and Migration

e Census division of current residence
e Census subdivision of current residence

¢ Province or territory of current residence

Population and dwelling

e Introduction to the private dwellings occupied by usual residents universe
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List of revised variables and terms

The following variables and terms were revised for the 2016 census.

Aboriginal

e The term ‘Area of residence - Inuit Nunangat’ is not used for the 2016 Census of Population. Refer to the
definition of ‘Residence inside or outside Inuit Nunangat.’

e The term ‘Area of residence - On reserve’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of
‘Residence on or off reserve.’

Age and Sex
e The term ‘Date of birth’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Age.’

Education

e The term ‘Attendance at school’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘School
attendance’.

¢ The term ‘Major field of study (based on the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Canada 2011)’
is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Major field of study (based on the Classification
of Instructional Programs (CIP) Canada 2016)’.

e The term ‘Secondary (high) school diploma or equivalent’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the
definition of ‘Secondary (high) school diploma or equivalency certificate’.

Families, households and marital status

¢ The term ‘Presence of children’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Child presence
any age.’

Housing

e The term ‘Owner’s major payments’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Shelter
cost.’

e The term ‘Rent, gross’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Shelter cost.’
*  The term ‘Value of dwelling’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Value (owner
estimated).’

Income

e The term ‘Dividends, interest on bonds, deposits and savings certificates, and other investment income’
is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Investment income.’

e The term ‘Earnings or employment income’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of
‘Employment income.’

e The term ‘Income decile group’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Economic family
after-tax income decile group.’

e The term ‘Income status’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Low-income status.’
e The term ‘Income tax paid’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Income taxes.’

e The term ‘Other income from government sources’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition
of ‘Other government transfers.’

e The term ‘Other money income’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Market income
not included elsewhere.’

* The term ‘Retirement pensions, superannuation and annuities, including those from RRSPs and RRIFs’
is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Private retirement income.’
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Journey to work

e The term ‘Commuting distance’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Distance from
home to work’.

e The term ‘Commuting type’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Commuting
destination.’

e The term ‘Mode of transportation’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Main mode
of commuting.’

e The term ‘Vehicle occupancy’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Commuting
vehicle occupancy’

Labour

e The term ‘Employed’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Employed person.’

Language
e The term ‘Home language’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Language spoken
most often at home’” and the definition of ‘Other language(s) spoken regularly at home.’

¢ The term ‘Home language — Part A’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Language
spoken most often at home.’

¢ The term ‘Home language — Part B’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Other
language(s) spoken regularly at home.’

e The term ‘Language of work’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Language used
most often at work’ and the definition of ‘Other language(s) used regularly at work.’

Mobility and Migration

e The term ‘Mobility 1 - Components of migration (in and out)’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to
the definition of ‘Components of migration (in and out), one year, of geographic area.’

e The term ‘Mobility 5 - Components of migration (in and out)’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to
the definition of ‘Components of migration (in and out), five years, of geographic area.’

e The term ‘Mobility 1 - Census division of residence 1 year ago’ is not used for the 2016 Census.
Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence one year ago.’

e The term ‘Mobility 1 - Census metropolitan area or census agglomeration of residence 1 year ago’
is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence one year ago.’

¢ The term ‘Mobility 1 - Census subdivision of residence 1 year ago’ is not used for the 2016 Census.
Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence one year ago.’

¢ The term ‘Mobility 1 - Census subdivision type of residence 1 year ago’ is not used for the 2016 Census.
Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence one year ago.’

e The term ‘Mobility 1 - Country of residence 1 year ago’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the
definition of ‘Location of residence one year ago.’

e The term ‘Mobility 1 - Province or territory of residence 1 year ago’ is not used for the 2016 Census.
Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence one year ago.’

* The term ‘Mobility 1 - Statistical Area Classification of residence 1 year ago’ is not used for the
2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence one year ago.’

e The term ‘Mobility 5 - Census division of residence 5 years ago’ is not used for the 2016 Census.
Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence five years ago.’

¢ The term ‘Mobility 5 - Census metropolitan area or census agglomeration of residence 5 years ago’
is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence five years ago.’
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The term ‘Mobility 5 - Census subdivision of residence 5 years ago’ is not used for the 2016 Census.
Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence five years ago.’

The term ‘Mobility 5 - Census subdivision type of residence 5 years ago’ is not used for the 2016 Census.
Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence five years ago.’

The term ‘Mobility 5 - Country of residence 5 years ago’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the
definition of ‘Location of residence five years ago.’

The term ‘Mobility 5 - Province or territory of residence 5 years ago’ is not used for the 2016 Census.
Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence five years ago.’

The term ‘Mobility 5 - Statistical Area Classification of residence 5 years ago’ is not used for the
2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Location of residence five years ago.’

List of abbreviations and acronyms

Provinces and territories

PR or Prov. - Province

Terr. - Territory

N.L. - Newfoundland and Labrador
P.E.I. - Prince Edward Island

N.S. - Nova Scotia

N.B. - New Brunswick

Que. - Quebec

Ont. - Ontario

Man. - Manitoba

Sask. - Saskatchewan

Alta. - Alberta
B.C. - British Columbia
Y.T. - Yukon

N.W.T. - Northwest Territories
Nvt. - Nunavut
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Census geographic areas

e ADA - Aggregate dissemination area

e CA- Census agglomeration

* CAR - Census agricultural region

¢ CCS - Census consolidated subdivision
e CD - Census division

¢ CMA - Census metropolitan area

e CSD - Census subdivision

e CT - Census tract

¢ DA - Dissemination area

e DB - Dissemination block

* DPL - Designated place

e ER - Economic region

e FED - Federal electoral district

e FSA - Forward sortation area®

e MIZ - Census metropolitan area influenced zone
¢ POPCTR - Population centre

e PR or Prov. - Province

e Terr. - Territory

Census division types

* CDR - Census division / Division de recensement
e CT-County / Comté

e CTY - County

e DIS - District

e DM - District municipality

¢ MRC - Municipalité régionale de comté
* RD - Regional district

e REG - Region

* RM - Regional municipality

« TE - Territoire équivalent

e TER - Territory / Territoire

e UC - United counties
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Census subdivision types
e C-City/Cité
e CC - Chartered community
e CG - Community government
¢ CN - Crown colony / Colonie de la couronne
¢ COM - Community
¢ CT - Canton (municipalité de)
e CU - Cantons unis (municipalité de)
e CV-City/Vile
e CY-City
* DM - District municipality
e HAM - Hamlet
e ID - Improvement district
* |IGD - Indian government district
e IM - Island municipality
¢ |RI - Indian reserve / Réserve indienne
e LGD - Local government district
e LOT - Township and royalty
¢ M - Municipality / Municipalité
e MD - Municipal district
*  ME - Municipalité
* MU - Municipality
* NH - Northern hamlet
¢ NL- Nisga’a land
¢ NO - Unorganized / Non organisé
¢ NV - Northern village
e P - Parish / Paroisse (municipalité de)
e PE - Paroisse (municipalité de)/
¢ RCR - Rural community / Communauté rurale
¢ RDA - Regional district electoral area
¢ RG - Region
¢ RGM - Regional municipality
*  RM - Rural municipality
¢ RV -Resort village
e S-E - Indian settliement / Etablissement indien
e SA- Special area
¢ SC - Subdivision of county municipality / Subdivision municipalité de comté
+ SE - Settlement / Etablissement
e SET - Settlement
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*  SG - Self-government / Autonomie gouvernementale
e SM - Specialized municipality

e SNO - Subdivision of unorganized / Subdivision non organisée
e SV - Summer village

e T-Town

e TC - Terres réservées aux Cris

e TI-Terre inuite

e TK- Terres réservées aux Naskapis

e TL- Teslin land

e TP - Township

e TV-Town/Vile

e V-Vile

e VC - Village cri

* VK- Village naskapi

e VL-Village

e VN - Village nordique

Designated place types

e CFAClass IV area - Nova Scotia

e DMU Dissolved municipality - Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta
e DPL Designated place - Newfoundland and Labrador

¢ [RI Indian reserve / Réserve indienne - British Columbia

e IST Island trust - British Columbia

¢ LNC Localité non constituée - Quebec

e LSB Local service board - Ontario

e LSD Local service district / District de services locaux - New Brunswick
e LUD Local urban district - Manitoba

e MDI Municipalité dissoute - Quebec

e MDP Municipal defined places - Ontario

e MET Métis settlement - Alberta

¢ NCM Northern community - Manitoba

* NS Northern settlement - Saskatchewan

* NVL Nisga'a village - British Columbia

¢ OHM Organized hamlet - Saskatchewan

* RPC Retired population centre / Centre de population retiré - Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Saskatchewan, British Columbia

e SE Aboriginal settlement - Yukon
¢ UNP Unincorporated place - Alberta, British Columbia
¢ UUC Unincorporated urban centre - Manitoba
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Others

* % - Percentage

*  AANDC - Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada
*  AMF - Area master file

e APS - Aboriginal Peoples Survey

* BFDF - Block-face data file

¢ CANCEIS - Canadian Census Edit and Imputation System
e CARTLIB - Cartographic library

e CBF - Cartographic boundary file

¢ CMHC - Canada Housing and Mortgage Corporation
e DBF - Digital boundary file

e DCEF - Digital cartographic file

 DCW - Digital chart of the world

e Diff. - Difference

e E &I - Edit and imputation

e GIS - Geographic information system

*  GNBC - Geographic Names Board of Canada
* GRS - Geodetic reference system

*  km2 - Square kilometre

e m- Metre

e MP - Member of Parliament

* n.e.c. - Not elsewhere classified

e n..e.- Notincluded elsewhere

* n.o.s. Not otherwise specified

e NAD - North American Datum

* NGB - National Geographic Base

¢ NGD - National Geographic Database

* NRCan - Natural Resources Canada

e NTDB - National Topographic Database

* PCCEF - Postal code conversion file

e PCFRF - Postal codes by federal riding file

*  QC - Quality control

*  RNF - Road network file

¢ RO - Representation Order

e SAC - Statistical Area Classification

e SDI - Spatial Data Infrastructure

e SGC - Standard Geographical Classification

*  UN - United Nations

e UTM - Universal transverse mercator

* vs-\Versus

10 Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 98-301-X2016001



Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016 Aboriginal peoples

Aboriginal peoples

Aboriginal ancestry
Definition

‘Aboriginal ancestry’ refers to whether a person has ancestry associated with the Aboriginal peoples of Canada,
that is, First Nations (North American Indian), Métis, and Inuit. Aboriginal peoples of Canada are defined in

the Constitution Act, 1982, Section 35 (2) as including the Indian, Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada. Ancestry
refers to the ethnic or cultural origins of the person’s ancestors, an ancestor being usually more distant than a
grandparent. A person can have more than one ethnic or cultural origin.

Users should be aware that the estimates associated with this variable are more affected than most by the
incomplete enumeration of certain Indian reserves and Indian settlements in the Census of Population.

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)
Aboriginal ancestry (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=279277)

Reported in

2016 (25% sample); 2011" (30% sample); 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986 and 1981 (20% sample). For availability
prior to 1981, please refer to Appendix 2.0.

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)
Direct variable: Question 17

Responses

Information on Aboriginal ancestry is collected in Question 17: Ethnic origin. In Question 17, respondents were
asked to specify as many origins (ancestries) as applicable. Four lines were provided for write-in responses and up
to six ethnic origins (ancestries) were retained. Aboriginal ancestry responses can be presented in different ways.

Remarks

Aboriginal respondents to the Census of Population received one of two different questionnaires: the 2A-L

or the 2A-R. Persons living on Indian reserves and Indian settlements were enumerated with the 2016 2A-R
questionnaire. On both the 2A-L and 2A-R questionnaires, the Ethnic origin question asked: “What were the ethnic
or cultural origins of this person’s ancestors?” and the following notes were provided:

e This question collects information on the ancestral origins of the population and provides information about
the composition of Canada’s diverse population.

e An ancestor is usually more distant than a grandparent.

e Specify as many origins as applicable using capital letters.

1. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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On the 2A-L questionnaire, the following ethnic origins were provided:

Canadian, English, Chinese, French, East Indian, Italian, German, Scottish, Cree, Mi’kmagq, Salish, Métis, Inuit,
Filipino, Irish, Dutch, Ukrainian, Polish, Portuguese, Viethnamese, Korean, Jamaican, Greek, Iranian, Lebanese,
Mexican, Somali, Colombian, etc.

On the 2A-R questionnaire, the list of examples was different:
Cree, Ojibway, Mi’kmaq, Salish, Dene, Blackfoot, Inuit, Métis, Canadian, French, English, German, etc.
Additional instructions were provided to respondents in the 2016 Census of Population long-form Guide:

e This question refers to the ethnic or cultural origin or origins of a person’s ancestors. Other than Aboriginal
persons, most people can trace their origins to their ancestors who first came to this continent. Ancestry
should not be confused with citizenship or nationality.

e For all persons, report the specific ethnic or cultural group or groups to which their ancestors belonged,
not the language they spoke.

¢ For persons of East Indian or South Asian origins, report a specific origin or origins. Do not report “Indian.”
For example, report “East Indian from India,” “East Indian from Guyana,” or indicate the specific group,
such as “Punjabi” or “Tamil.”

e For persons with Aboriginal ancestors, report a specific origin or origins. For example, report “Cree,”
“‘Mi’kmag,” “Ojibway,” “Métis,” or “North American Indian.” Do not report “Indian.”

For additional information on the collection and dissemination of ethnic origin data, refer to the Ethnic Origin
Reference Guide, Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/
guides/008/98-500-x2016008-eng.cfm).

There are different ways to define the Aboriginal population in Canada. The 2016 Census of Population provides
information on Aboriginal ancestry, Aboriginal group, Aboriginal identity, Registered or Treaty Indian status and
Membership in a First Nation or Indian band.

Users should be aware that the estimates associated with this variable are more affected than most by the
incomplete enumeration of certain Indian reserves and Indian settlements in the Census of Population.

For additional information on the collection and dissemination of Aboriginal data, including incompletely
enumerated reserves and settlements, refer to the Aboriginal Peoples Reference Guide, Census of Population,
2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/009/98-500-x2016009-eng.cfm) and
the Aboriginal Peoples Technical Report, Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2016/ref/98-307/index-eng.cfm).

Aboriginal group

Definition

‘Aboriginal group’ refers to whether the person is First Nations (North American Indian), Métis or Inuk (Inuit).
These are the three groups defined as the Aboriginal peoples of Canada in the Constitution Act, 1982,
Section 35 (2). A person may be in more than one of these three specific groups.

First Nations (North American Indian) includes Status and non-Status Indians.

Statistical unit(s)

Person

Classification(s)

Aboriginal group (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=246585)
Aboriginal group response (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=246688)
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Reported in
2016 (25% sample); 20112 (30% sample); 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample).

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)
Direct variable: Question 18

Responses

Respondents could reply ‘Yes, First Nations (North American Indian),” ‘Yes, Métis,” “Yes, Inuk (Inuit)’ or ‘No,
not an Aboriginal person’ by checking off the appropriate mark-in circle in Question 18.

Remarks

In the 2016 Census of Population, Question 18 asked ‘Is this person an Aboriginal person, that is, First Nations
(North American Indian), Métis or Inuk (Inuit)?’

A note accompanying the question stated that:
First Nations (North American Indian) includes Status and Non-Status Indians.
As well, additional instructions were provided to respondents in the 2016 Census of Population Long-form Guide:

¢ Answer this question regardless of whether or not this person is an Aboriginal person of North America.

e Aboriginal people are usually those with ancestors who resided in North America prior to European contact
and who identify with one of the three Aboriginal groups listed on the questionnaire - First Nations (North
American Indian), Métis and Inuit

¢ Persons who consider themselves to be East Indian or Asian Indian, or who have ethnic roots on the
subcontinent of India, should respond ‘No’ to this question.

¢ Individuals who refer to themselves as Métis in the context of mixed ancestry, but who do not have North
American Aboriginal ancestry, for example, those from Africa, the Caribbean and South America should
respond ‘No.’

Users should be aware that the estimates associated with this variable are more affected than most by the
incomplete enumeration of certain Indian reserves and Indian settlements in the Census of Population.

For additional information on the collection and dissemination of Aboriginal data, including incompletely
enumerated reserves and settlements, refer to the Aboriginal Peoples Reference Guide, Census of Population,
2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/009/98-500-x2016009-eng.cfm) and
the Aboriginal Peoples Technical Report, Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2016/ref/98-307/index-eng.cfm).

2. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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Aboriginal identity
Definition

‘Aboriginal identity’ refers to whether the person identified with the Aboriginal peoples of Canada. This includes
those who are First Nations (North American Indian), Métis or Inuk (Inuit) and/or those who are Registered or
Treaty Indians (that is, registered under the Indian Act of Canada), and/or those who have membership in a

First Nation or Indian band. Aboriginal peoples of Canada are defined in the Constitution Act, 1982, Section 35 (2)
as including the Indian, Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada.

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)
Aboriginal identity (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=246776)

Reported in
2016 (25% sample); 20113 (30% sample); 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample).

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Questions 18, 20 and 21

Responses

Aboriginal identity is derived from data collected in three questions: Aboriginal group (Question 18); Registered or
Treaty Indian status (Question 20); and Membership in a First Nation or Indian band (Question 21). In Question 18,
respondents could respond ‘Yes, First Nations (North American Indian),” ‘Yes, Métis,” “Yes, Inuk (Inuit)’ or ‘No, not
an Aboriginal person’ by checking off the appropriate mark-in circle. In Question 20, respondents could respond
‘No’ or ‘Yes, Status Indian (Registered or Treaty).” In Question 21, respondents could respond ‘No’ or ‘Yes, member
of a First Nation/Indian band.’

Remarks

Aboriginal identity is a derived variable. For more information on the input variables for the Aboriginal identity
variable in the 2016 Census of Population, refer to the definitions for Aboriginal group, Registered or Treaty Indian
status and Membership in a First Nation or Indian band.

Users should be aware that the estimates associated with this variable are more affected than most by the
incomplete enumeration of certain Indian reserves and Indian settlements in the Census of Population.

For additional information on the collection and dissemination of Aboriginal data, including incompletely
enumerated reserves and settlements, refer to the Aboriginal Peoples Reference Guide, Census of Population,
2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/009/98-500-x2016009-eng.cfm) and
the Aboriginal Peoples Technical Report, Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2016/ref/98-307/index-eng.cfm).

3. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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Area of residence - Inuit Nunangat

The term ‘Area of residence - Inuit Nunangat’ is not used for the 2016 Census of Population. Refer to the definition
of ‘Residence inside or outside Inuit Nunangat.’

Area of residence - On reserve

The term ‘Area of residence: On reserve’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Residence on
or off reserve.’

Membership in a First Nation or Indian band
Definition

‘Membership in a First Nation or Indian band’ refers to whether or not a person is a member of a First Nation or
Indian band. An Indian band is defined as a body of Indians for whose collective use and benefit lands have been
set apart or money is held by the Crown, or who have been declared to be a band for the purpose of the Indian Act.
Many Indian bands have elected to call themselves a First Nation and have changed their band name to reflect
this. With the 1985 amendment to the Indian Act of Canada (Bill C-31), many Indian bands exercised the right to
establish their own membership code, whereby it was not always necessary for a band member to be a Registered
Indian according to the Indian Act.

Statistical unit(s)

Person

Classification(s)

Membership in a First Nation or Indian band (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD
=246788)

Reported in

2016 (25% sample); 2011* (30% sample); 2006, 2001, 1996 and 1991 (20% sample).

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)
Direct variable: Question 21

Responses

Respondents could reply ‘Yes, member of a First Nation/Indian band’ or ‘No’ by checking off the appropriate mark-
in circle in Question 21. If a respondent replied ‘Yes, member of a First Nation/Indian band,’ they were asked to
specify the name of their First Nation or Indian Band.

4. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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Remarks

The 2016 Census of Population Membership in a First Nations or Indian band question asked “Is this person
a member of a First Nation/Indian Band?” and the following notes were provided: If ‘Yes,” which First Nation/
Indian band? For example, Musqueam Indian Band, Sturgeon Lake First Nation, Atikamekw of Manawan.

Users should be aware that the estimates associated with this variable are more affected than most by the
incomplete enumeration of certain Indian reserves and Indian settlements in the Census of Population.
Furthermore, estimates for specific First Nations and Indian Bands reflect self-reported responses to the
Census question and may differ from the administrative records collected by the First Nations and Indian
Bands themselves.

As a result, users of the detailed First Nation/Indian band data from the 2016 Census should be aware that these
data should not be used as official estimates of the First Nations and Indian bands in Canada. Users should

refer to the individual First Nations or Indian Bands for counts of their members. For more information on the

First Nations and Indian bands in Canada, refer to First Nations Profiles, Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada
(http://fnp-ppn.aandc-aadnc.gc.ca/fnp/Main/index.aspx?lang=eng).

Data on detailed First Nation/Indian band membership from the 2016 Census will be available by request only.

For additional information on the collection and dissemination of Aboriginal data, including incompletely
enumerated reserves and settlements, refer to the Aboriginal Peoples Reference Guide, Census of Population,
2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/009/98-500-x2016009-eng.cfm) and
the Aboriginal Peoples Technical Report, Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2016/ref/98-307/index-eng.cfm).

Registered or Treaty Indian status

Definition

‘Registered or Treaty Indian status’ refers to whether or not a person is a Registered or Treaty Indian. Registered
Indians are persons who are registered under the Indian Act of Canada. Treaty Indians are persons who belong to
a First Nation or Indian band that signed a treaty with the Crown. Registered or Treaty Indians are sometimes also
called Status Indians.

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)
Registered or Treaty Indian status (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=246796)

Reported in
2016 (25% sample); 2011° (30% sample); 2006, 2001, 1996 and 1991 (20% sample).

Reported for

Population in private households

Question number(s)

Direct variable: Question 20

5. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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Responses

Respondents could reply ‘No’ or ‘Yes, Status Indian (Registered or Treaty)’ by checking off the appropriate mark-in
circle in Question 20.

Remarks

The 2016 Census of Population Registered or Treaty Indian status question asked: “Is this person a Status Indian
(Registered or Treaty Indian as defined by the Indian Act of Canada)?”

As well, additional instructions were provided to respondents in the 2016 Census of Population Long-form Guide:
Mark “Yes, Status Indian (Registered or Treaty)” for persons who:

e are Registered Indians under the Indian Act;

e are Treaty Indians, only if they are Registered Indians under the Indian Act;

* have become registered since June 1985, when Bill C-31 changed the Indian Act.

All other persons should mark “No” including persons who may be entitled to register under provisions of the
Indian Act, but for some reason have not.

Users should be aware that the estimates associated with this variable are more affected than most by the
incomplete enumeration of certain Indian reserves and Indian settlements in the Census of Population.

For additional information on the collection and dissemination of Aboriginal data, including incompletely
enumerated Indian reserves and Indian settlements, refer to Aboriginal Peoples Reference Guide, Census of
Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/009/98-500-x2016009-eng.
cfm) and to Aboriginal Peoples Technical Report, Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2016/ref/98-307/index-eng.cfm).

Residence inside or outside Inuit Nunangat
Definition

‘Residence inside or outside Inuit Nunangat’ refers to whether the person’s usual place of residence is in a census
subdivision (CSD) that is inside or outside Inuit Nunangat.

Inuit Nunangat is the homeland of the Inuit of Canada. It includes the communities located in the four Inuit regions:
Nunatsiavut (Northern coastal Labrador), Nunavik (Northern Quebec), the territory of Nunavut and the Inuvialuit
region of the Northwest Territories. These regions collectively encompass the area traditionally occupied by Inuit
in Canada.

Outside Inuit Nunangat includes all CSDs in Canada not located in the four Inuit regions of Inuit Nunangat.

Statistical unit(s)

Person

Classification(s)

Residence inside or outside Inuit Nunangat (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD
=250617)

Reported in
Not applicable

Reported for
Not applicable
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Question number(s)
Not applicable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

For additional information on the collection and dissemination of Aboriginal data, including incompletely
enumerated reserves and settlements, refer to the Aboriginal Peoples Reference Guide, Census of Population,
2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/009/98-500-x2016009-eng.cfm) and
the Aboriginal Peoples Technical Report, Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2016/ref/98-307/index-eng.cfm).

Residence on or off reserve
Definition

‘Residence on or off reserve’ refers to whether the person’s usual place of residence is in a census subdivision
(CSD) that is defined as ‘on reserve’ or ‘off reserve’.

On reserve includes six census subdivision (CSD) types legally affiliated with First Nations or Indian bands, i.e.,
Indian reserve (IRI), Indian settlement (S-E) (except for the four Indian settlements of Champagne Landing 10,
Klukshu, Two Mile and Two and One-Half Mile Village, and Kloo Lake located in Yukon), Indian government district
(IGD), terres réservées aux Cris (TC), terres réservées aux Naskapis (TK) and Nisga’a land (NL).

Off reserve includes all CSDs in Canada not defined as on reserve.

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)
Residence on or off reserve (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=250614)

Reported in
Not applicable

Reported for
Not applicable

Question number(s)
Not applicable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

For additional information on the collection and dissemination of Aboriginal data, including incompletely
enumerated reserves and settlements, refer to the Aboriginal Peoples Reference Guide, Census of Population,
2016 (http://www12 statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/009/98-500-x2016009-eng.cfm) and
the Aboriginal Peoples Technical Report, Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2016/ref/98-307/index-eng.cfm).
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Age and sex

Age

Definition

‘Age’ refers to the age of a person (or subject) of interest at last birthday (or relative to a specified, well-defined
reference date).

Statistical unit(s)

Person

Classification(s)

Age categories by five-year age groups (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=61988)

Reported in

2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, please refer to Appendix 2.0
regarding date of birth and age.

Reported for

Total population

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Question 3

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

In 1991 and earlier censuses, the components of date of birth (day, month and year of birth) were either not all
asked on the questionnaire (1971 and earlier) or not retained for dissemination (1981 to 1991). For example,

in 1971 and 1976, the question on date of birth was answered in groups of months: January to May or June to
December. In 1961 and 1966, respondents were only asked to state their age. In 1961, published data for single
years of age were graduated (or smoothed) within each five-year age group to counteract the tendency towards
‘heaping’ at certain specific ages. In 1966, this was not done.

Date of birth

The definition ‘Date of birth’ is not used for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of ‘Age.’

Person
Definition

‘Person’ refers to an individual and is the unit of analysis for most social statistics programmes.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable
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Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in
All censuses

Reported for
Total population

Question number(s)
Not applicable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable

Sex
Definition

‘Sex’ refers to whether the person is male or female.

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)
Sex (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=62207)

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, please refer to Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Total population

Question number(s)

Direct variable: Question 2

Responses

Male; Female

Remarks
Not applicable

20 Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 98-301-X2016001


http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=62207
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=62207

Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016 Age and sex

Usual place of residence
Definition

“Usual place of residence in Canada” refers to the dwelling in which the person usually lives. It is used to identify
the person as a member of a particular household and, potentially, family (depending on the composition of
the household).

A person is considered to be a member of the household at their usual place of residence, only.
For persons with one residence, that residence is their usual place of residence.
For persons with no residence, their usual place of residence is where they stayed on some specified date.

For persons with more than one residence in Canada, their usual place of residence is the place where the person
spends the major part of the year, with the following exceptions.

e The usual residence of spouses or common-law partners who stay elsewhere while working or studying
is the residence where their family lives, if they return periodically.

e The usual residence of students is that of their parents, if they return to live with their parents during the
year even if they live elsewhere while attending school or working at a summer job.

e The usual residence of persons who have lived in an institutional collective dwelling for six months or
more is the institutional collective dwelling in which they currently reside. Institutional Collective dwellings
include correctional institutions, hospitals, nursing homes, chronic and long-term care hospitals and
related institutions. The usual residence of persons who have lived in an institutional collective dwelling
for less than six months is the private dwelling to which they can return. If they do not have a private
dwelling to which they can return, then the institutional collective dwelling is their usual place of residence.

e For persons who spend equal time at each residence (as in some cases of joint custody), their usual place
of residence is determined by where they stayed on some specified date.

For persons with a residence in Canada and a residence outside Canada, their Canadian residence is their usual
place of residence.

Canadian government employees, including Canadian Armed Forces personnel, residing outside Canada for all
of the reference period are out of scope for most surveys. The census, which does include them, determines a
geographic location for their usual place of residence using the address they used for election purposes or their
last permanent address.

In the context of the Census of Population, person refers to Canadian citizens, landed immigrants (permanent
residents), persons asking for refugee status (refugee claimants), persons from another country with a work or
study permit and family members living here with them. Foreign residents are excluded.

Statistical unit(s)

Not applicable

Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961.

Reported for
Not applicable
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Question number(s)
Not applicable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

The concept of usual place of residence is necessary to ensure that residents of Canada are counted once and
only once. The use of this concept means that the Canadian census is a de jure census, as opposed to a de facto
census. Thus, individuals are counted at their usual place of residence, regardless of where they are found on the
reference day. The de jure method has been used since 1871.
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Agriculture

Census farm
Definition

Refers to a farm, ranch or other agricultural operation that produces at least one of the following products intended
for sale: crops, livestock, poultry, animal products, greenhouse or nursery products, Christmas trees, mushrooms,
sod, honey or bees, and maple syrup products. Also included are feedlots, greenhouses, mushroom houses

and nurseries; farms producing Christmas trees, fur, game (animals and birds), sod, maple syrup, or fruit and
berries; beekeeping and poultry hatchery operations; operations with alternative livestock (bison, deer, elk, llamas,
alpacas, wild boars, etc.) or alternative poultry (ostriches, emus, etc.), when the animal or derived products are
intended for sale; backyard gardens if agricultural products are intended for sale; and operations involved in
boarding horses, riding stables, and stables for housing or training horses, even if no agricultural products are
sold. Sales in the previous 12 months are not required, but there must be the intention to sell.

Note: For Yukon, Nunavut and the Northwest Territories only, the definition also includes operations involved in
the following:

¢ herding wild animals (such as caribou and muskox)
e breeding sled dogs
* horse outfitting and rigging

* harvesting indigenous plants and berries.

Statistical unit(s)

Not applicable

Classification(s)

Not applicable
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Reported in

2016, 2011, 2006, 2001,° 1996,” 1991,8 1986,° 1981,° 1976, 1971," 1966," 1961," 1956,'2 1951,'2 1941,"3 1931,
1921

Reported for
All farms

Question number(s)
Not applicable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable

Farm operator

Definition

Refers to those persons responsible for the management decisions in operating an agricultural operation.

These can be owners, tenants or hired managers of the agricultural operation, including those responsible

for management decisions pertinent to particular aspects of the farm—planting, harvesting, raising animals,
marketing and sales, and making capital purchases and other financial decisions. Not included are accountants,
lawyers, veterinarians, crop advisors, herbicide consultants, and others who make recommendations affecting the
agricultural operation but are not ultimately responsible for management decisions.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable

The 2001 definition of a census farm was expanded from the previous definition to include hay.

7. Forthe 1996 Census, a census farm was an agricultural operation that produced at least one agricultural product intended for sale.
The definition was expanded from 1991 to include tree fruits or nuts, game animals, chicks, game birds, meat, commercial poultry
hatcheries, and operations that produced only Christmas trees.

8. The 1991 definition of a census farm was an agricultural holding that produced at least one of the following products intended for sale:
crops (field crops, tree fruits, berries or grapes, vegetables, and seed), livestock (cattle, pigs, sheep, horses and other livestock), poultry
(hens, chickens, turkeys and other poultry), animal products (milk or cream, eggs, wool, and furs), greenhouse or nursery products,
mushrooms, sod, honey, and maple syrup products.

9. Forthe 1981 and 1986 censuses, a census farm was defined as a farm, ranch or other agricultural holding with sales of agricultural
products of $250 or more during the previous 12 months. Agricultural holdings with anticipated sales of $250 or more were also included.

10. Forthe 1976 Census, a census farm was defined as a farm, ranch or other agricultural holding of one acre or more with sales of
agricultural products of $1,200 or more during the year 1975. The basic unit for which a questionnaire was collected was termed
“agricultural holding.” This term was defined as a farm, ranch or other agricultural holding of one acre or more with sales of agricultural
products of $50 or more during the 12-month period prior to Census Day.

11. Forthe 1961, 1966 and 1971 censuses, a census farm was defined as a farm, ranch or other agricultural holding of one acre or more
with sales of agricultural products of $50 or more during the 12-month period prior to Census Day.

12. For the 1951 and 1956 censuses, a census farm was defined as a holding on which agricultural operations were carried out and that was
(a) three acres or more in size, or (b) from one to three acres in size, with agricultural production in the year prior to the census valued
at $250 or more.

13. The 1931 and 1941 censuses defined a census farm as a holding of one acre or more that produced, in the year prior to the census,
agricultural products valued at $50 or more, or that was under crops of any kind or used for pasturing in the census year.

14. The 1921 Census defined a census farm as a holding of one acre or more that produced, in 1920, crops of any kind valued at $50
or more.
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Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971,° 1966, 1961'°

Reported for
Total population

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Step 2 of Form 6, Census of Agriculture questionnaire

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable

Rural farm population
Definition

Refers to all persons living in rural areas who are members of the households of farm operators.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable

Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in
2016,'6 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986,"” 1981,"” 1976,'® 1971,'® 1966,'® 1961'®

Reported for

Rural population

15. Prior to the 1991 Census, the farm operator referred to only one person who was responsible for the day-to-day decisions made in
operating an agricultural holding. Because only one operator was listed for each census farm, the number of operators was the same
as the number of census farms. Beginning in 1991, up to three operators per operation could be listed on the questionnaire.

16. Prior to 2016, the rural farm population referred to all persons living in rural areas who were members of the households of farm
operators living on their census farms for any length of time during the 12-month period prior to the census. The requirement
for the farm operator to live on the census farm was removed for the 2016 Census of Agriculture.

17. Prior to 1991, only one farm operator was reported per census farm. Since 1991, up to three farm operators can be reported per census
farm. Because of this change, the rural farm population count now includes all persons living in rural areas on a census farm and in the
households of the first, second and third operators; before 1991, the rural farm population count included all persons living in rural areas
on a census farm and in the household of the first operator. It should be noted that most of the second and third operators of census farms
(usually a spouse or a child) reside in the same household as the first operator and would most likely have been included in the rural farm
population under the previous method of reporting.

18. Prior to the 1981 Census, the rural farm population was defined as all persons living in rural areas in dwellings situated on census farms.
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Question number(s)
Derived variable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable
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Education

Degree in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine or optometry

Definition

‘Degree in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine or optometry’ refers to whether or not a person has completed
a degree in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine or optometry.

The variable ‘Degree in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine or optometry’ is not used in any analytical or
data products for the 2016 Census. Data and reference material on this variable can be obtained through custom
requests.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable

Classification(s)

Degree in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine or optometry (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.
pl?Function=getVD&TVD=304010)

Reported in
Not applicable

Reported for
Not applicable

Question number(s)
Not applicable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable

Highest certificate, diploma or degree

Definition

Highest certificate, diploma or degree is the classification used in the census to measure the broader concept of
‘Educational attainment.’ (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=85134)

This variable refers to the highest level of education that a person has successfully completed and is derived from
the educational qualifications questions, which asked for all certificates, diplomas and degrees to be reported.

The general hierarchy used in deriving this variable (high school, trades, college, university) is loosely tied to the
‘in-class’ duration of the various types of education. At the detailed level, someone who has completed one type
of certificate, diploma or degree will not necessarily have completed the credentials listed below it in the hierarchy.
For example, a person with an apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma may not have completed a high
school certificate or diploma, nor does an individual with a ‘master’s degree’ necessarily have a ‘certificate or
diploma above bachelor level.” Although the hierarchy may not fit all programs perfectly, it gives a general
measure of educational attainment.

. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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This variable is reported for persons aged 15 years and over in private households.

Users are advised to consult data quality comments for this variable, available in the Education Reference Guide,
Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/013/98-500-
x2016013-eng.cfm).

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)
Highest certificate, diploma or degree (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=306216)

Reported in

2016 (25% sample); 2011 (30% sample); 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986 and 1981 (20% sample). For availability
prior to 1981, please refer to Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Population aged 15 years and over in private households

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Questions 25, 26a), 26b) and 26¢)

Responses

No certificate, diploma or degree; High school diploma or equivalency certificate; Certificate of Apprenticeship or
Certificate of Qualification; Other trades certificate or diploma; College, CEGEP or other non-university certificate
or diploma from a program of 3 months to less than 1 year; College, CEGEP or other non-university certificate or
diploma from a program of 1 year to 2 years; College, CEGEP or other non-university certificate or diploma from a
program of more than 2 years; University certificate or diploma below bachelor level; Bachelor’s degree; University
certificate or diploma above bachelor level; Degree in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine or optometry;
Master’s degree; Earned doctorate.

Remarks
The following qualifications are to be noted:

A. For this variable, the category ‘High school diploma or equivalency certificate’ includes persons who
have completed the requirements for graduation from a secondary school or an equivalency certificate,
but no postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree. Examples of secondary (high) school equivalency
certificates are General Educational Development (GED) and Adult Basic Education (ABE).

B. The ‘Certificate of Apprenticeship or Certificate of Qualification’ category includes Journeyperson’s
designations. This category includes persons who have successfully completed a registered
apprenticeship training program, consisting of supervised on-the-job training which may be accompanied
by course work or ‘in-class’ technical training, and have received a Certificate of Apprenticeship (C
of A) or a Diploma of Apprenticeship and/or a Certificate of Qualification (C of Q) or Journeyperson’s
designation (JP) in their trade. Certificates of Qualification and Journeyperson’s designations in the trades
are obtained after successfully passing a provincial/territorial examination. Candidates for the exam must
have several years of work experience in the trade or have received their trades designation through a
combination of on-the-job training and in-school training.

19. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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C. The category ‘Other trades certificate or diploma’ includes brief trade programs completed at community
colleges, institutes of technology, vocational centres, and similar institutions. Persons who obtained
trades qualifications from secondary-level vocational training programs in the province of Quebec, such
as the ‘Dipléme d’études professionnelles’/Diploma of Vocational Studies (DEP/DVS), are included in this
category.

D. College, CEGEP and other non-university certificates or diplomas are obtained from: a community college;
a CEGEP (both general and technical); an institute of technology; a school of nursing; a private business
school; a private or public trade school; or a vocational school. Included in this category are teaching and
nursing certificates awarded by provincial departments of education, with the exception of teachers’ or
nurses’ qualifications obtained at university-affiliated faculties of education or nursing. College certificates
or diplomas of two years or more usually have a minimum entrance requirement of a secondary (high)
school diploma or its equivalent.

E. University certificates or diplomas (below or above bachelor level) are awarded for non-degree programs
of study completed through a university. They are often connected with professional associations in fields
such as accounting, banking, insurance or public administration. If the university certificate or diploma
program does not require a bachelor’s degree to enrol, then it is classified as below the bachelor level.

If a university certificate or diploma program normally requires a bachelor’s degree as a prerequisite,
then it is classified as above the bachelor level.

F. University degrees are obtained through universities and other degree-granting institutions, including
degree-granting colleges.

G. Examples of postsecondary institutions include community colleges, institutes of technology, CEGEPs,
schools of nursing, private or public trade schools, private business colleges, and universities.

Location of study
Definition
‘Location of study’ refers to either:

- the province, territory or country of the institution from which a person obtained a certificate, diploma or
degree, or;

- the province, territory or country of the institution that a person attended during a specified reference period,
or for a specific level of education.

In both cases, location of study refers to the location of the institution granting the certificate, diploma or degree,
not the location of the person at the time he or she obtained the qualification or was attending the institution.
The geographic location is specified according to boundaries current at the time the data are collected, not the
boundaries at the time of study.

This variable indicates the province or territory (in Canada) or country (outside Canada) of the institution from
which the highest postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree was obtained. It is only reported for individuals
who had completed a certificate, diploma or degree above the secondary (high) school level.

This variable is reported for persons aged 15 years and over in private households.

For comments on data quality for this variable, refer to the Education Reference Guide, Census of Population,
2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/013/98-500-x2016013-eng.cfm).

Statistical unit(s)

Person
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Classification(s)

Location of study (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=117279)

Standard Geographical Classification (SGC) 2016 (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=get
VD&TVD=314300)

Countries and Areas of Interest for Social Statistics - SCCAI 2016 (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.
pl?Function=getVD&TVD=367512)

Reported in
2016 (25% sample); 20112° (30% sample); 2006 (20% sample).

Reported for
Population aged 15 years and over in private households

Question number(s)

Coded variable: Question 28

Responses

Completed the highest certificate, diploma or degree in Canada — specify province or territory; Completed the
highest certificate, diploma or degree outside Canada — specify country.

Countries outside Canada are classified according to the Standard Classification of Countries and Areas of Interest
(SCCAI) 2016. A variant of this classification allows the countries to be aggregated into geographical sub-regions
and geographical macro-regions.

Remarks

This variable is important in measuring the national and international flow of skilled individuals living in Canada
at the time of the 2016 Census of Population, regardless of whether they are Canadian-born or immigrants.

Respondents were asked to indicate the location of study according to the boundaries in existence on

May 10, 2016, the reference date for the 2016 Census of Population. For example, respondents who

declared a location of study in an area which, at the time of the completion of their credential, was part of the
Northwest Territories but which is now part of the territory of Nunavut were asked to write ‘Nunavut.” As well,
respondents who declared a location of study in an area which, at the time of the completion of their credential,
was part of the USSR but which is now part of Kazakhstan were asked to write ‘Kazakhstan.’

Location of study compared with province or territory of residence

Definition

‘Location of study’ refers to either:

- the province, territory or country of the institution from which a person obtained a certificate, diploma or
degree, or;

- the province, territory or country of the institution that a person attended during a specified reference period,
or for a specific level of education.

In both cases, location of study refers to the location of the institution granting the certificate, diploma or degree,
not the location of the person at the time he or she obtained the qualification or was attending the institution.
The geographic location is specified according to boundaries current at the time the data are collected, not the
boundaries at the time of study.

20. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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This is a summary variable that indicates whether the ‘Location of study’ of the person’s highest certificate, diploma
or degree was the same province or territory where the person lived at the time of the 2016 Census of Population,
a different Canadian province or territory, or outside Canada. This variable is derived from ‘Location of study’

and ‘Province or territory of current residence.’ It only applies to individuals who had completed a postsecondary
certificate, diploma or degree.

‘Location of study outside Canada’ may be further sub-classified using the Standard Classification of Countries
and Areas of Interest (SCCAI). When using the SCCAI for this sub-classification, the class ‘Canada’ is not used.

This variable is reported for persons aged 15 years and over in private households.

For comments on data quality for this variable or ‘Location of study,’ refer to the Education Reference Guide,
Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/013/98-500-
x2016013-eng.cfm).

Statistical unit(s)

Person

Classification(s)

Location of study compared with province or territory of residence (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.
pl?Function=getVD&TVD=304006)

Standard Geographical Classification (SGC) 2016 (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD
&TVD=314300)

Countries and Areas of Interest for Social Statistics - SCCAI 2016 (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.
pl?Function=getVD&TVD=367512)

Reported in

2016 (25% sample); 2011?' (30% sample).

Reported for

Population aged 15 years and over in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Question 28 and province or territory of residence

Responses

No postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree; Same as province or territory of residence; Different than
province or territory of residence; Outside Canada — specify country.

Remarks

Not applicable

Major field of study - ISCED and CIP Canada concordances

The dictionary definition ‘Major field of study - ISCED and CIP Canada concordances’ is discontinued for the
2016 Census.

21. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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Major field of study (based on the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP)
Canada 2000, historical)

The dictionary definition ‘Major field of study (based on the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Canada
2000, historical) is discontinued for the 2016 Census.

Major field of study (based on the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP)
Canada 2016)
Definition

‘Field of study’ refers to the discipline or area of learning or training associated with a particular course or program
of study.

This variable refers to the predominant discipline or area of learning or training of a person’s highest completed
postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree, classified according to the Classification of Instructional Programs
(CIP) Canada 2016.

This ‘Major field of study’ variable can be used either independently or in conjunction with the ‘Highest certificate,
diploma or degree’ variable. When the latter is used with ‘Major field of study,’ it should be noted that different fields
of study will be more common for different types of postsecondary qualifications. At the detailed program level,
some programs are only offered by certain types of institutions.

There was an explicit instruction in the questionnaire which instructed respondents to be as specific as possible in
indicating a subfield or subcategory of specialization within a broad discipline or area of training.

This variable is reported for persons aged 15 years and over in private households.
For comments on data quality for this variable, refer to the Education Reference Guide, Census of Population,
2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/013/98-500-x2016013-eng.cfm).

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)

Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Canada 2016 (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.
pl?Function=getVD&TVD=299355)

Reported in
2016 (25% sample); 20112 (30% sample); 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991 and 1986 (20% sample).

Reported for

Population aged 15 years and over in private households

Question number(s)

Coded variable: Question 27

22. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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Responses

Maijor field of study was a write-in response. This variable was created by assigning a field of study code from the
Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Canada 2016.

See Appendix 6.2: Major field of study — Classification based on the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP)
Canada 2016 codes for the CIP Canada 2016 structure.

Respondents who completed a paper questionnaire selected ‘No certificate, diploma or degree higher than high
school’ for persons without a postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree.

Respondents who completed an electronic questionnaire automatically skipped question 27 on major field of
study when they indicated they had obtained no postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree in question 26.

Remarks

CIP Canada 2016 is subdivided into three levels: 49 ‘series’ (a series represents the most general groupings of
programs that are related in subject area, 2-digit codes); 387 ‘subseries’ (an intermediate grouping of programs
that have comparable content and objectives, 4-digit codes); and over 1,600 instructional program classes (which
represent the most detailed and specific subjects of study, 6-digit codes).

There is also a variant of CIP Canada 2016 that consists of 13 primary groupings, 12 of which are used for the
2016 Census of Population. The category which includes courses in personal improvement and leisure is not
used. There is also a variant of CIP Canada 2016 that can be used to examine the STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathematics and computer sciences) and BHASE (non-STEM) fields of study.

Some series and their subcomponents are not used when coding major field of study: series 21, 32 to 37 and 53,
which represent non-credit and personal improvement fields of study.

For more information on the CIP classification, please see Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP)
Canada 2016 (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/cip/2016/index).

School attendance

Definition

‘School attendance’ refers to whether a person attended, either full-time or part-time, any accredited educational
institution or program during all or part of a specified reference period. The person may have attended more than
one educational institution or have been enrolled in more than one program.

Attendance is counted only for courses which could be used as credits towards a certificate, diploma or degree
from an educational institution or program such as an elementary school, secondary school (high school),
registered apprenticeship program, trade school, college, CEGEP or university. Educational institutions also
include seminaries, schools of nursing, private business schools, private or public trade schools, institutes of
technology, vocational schools, and schools for people who are deaf or blind. Attendance includes participation
in courses or programs offered over the Internet, through correspondence and by other non-traditional methods
of delivery.

Attendance does not include training received from an employer unless it could be used as credit towards a
certificate, diploma or degree from an accredited educational institution. A person is considered to have attended
an educational institution if they were enrolled during the reference period but were absent, for example, due

to illness.

This variable collects information on school attendance at any time during the nine-month period between
September 2015 and May 10, 2016. Individuals were asked to identify all types of schools attended. There was
an explicit instruction to include distance learning for credit. In the 2006 Census and the 2011 National Household
Survey, this variable was called ‘Attendance at School’; the name was changed to ‘School attendance’ in the
2016 Census in order to comply with the standard definitions, but the variable is measured in the same way.
Please note that the French name ‘Fréquentation scolaire’ did not change.

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 98-301-X2016001 33


http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/cip/2016/index
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/cip/2016/index
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/cip/2016/index

Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016 Education

This variable is reported for persons aged 15 years and over in private households.

When interpreting school attendance in connection with geography, users are advised that the estimates for school
attendance should not be interpreted as the number/proportion of students who attended school while residing

in the given geography, due to differences in where the student is counted on Census Day. Like all respondents,
students are enumerated at their usual place of residence on Census Day, which may or may not correspond to
the geography in which they resided while attending school. For example, students who return to live with their
parents during the year are instructed to be enumerated at their parents’ address.

Users are advised to consult data quality comments for this variable, available in the Education Reference Guide,
Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/013/98-500-
x2016013-eng.cfm).

Statistical unit(s)

Person

Classification(s)

Status of school attendance (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=117240)
Institution of school attendance (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=117246)

Reported in

2016 (25% sample); 20112® (30% sample); 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991 and 1981 (20% sample). For availability prior
to 1981, please refer to Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Population aged 15 years and over in private households

Question number(s)
Direct variable: Question 29

Responses

‘No, did not attend school at any time since September 2015’; or one or more than one of the following responses:
‘Yes, attended elementary, junior high school or high school’; ‘Yes, attended trade school, business school,
community college, technical institute, CEGEP or other non-university institution’; ‘Yes, attended university.’

Remarks

This variable is useful in the analysis of participation in education for specific target populations such as Aboriginal
people, recent immigrants, youth (aged 15 years and over), women and working adults.

23. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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Secondary (high) school diploma or equivalency certificate
Definition

‘Secondary (high) school diploma or equivalency certificate’ refers to whether or not a person has completed

a secondary school or high school diploma, graduation certificate, or equivalency certificate. Secondary school
(high school) diploma or graduation certificate includes academic or vocational high school diplomas or certificates
as may be obtained by graduating from a secondary school. High school equivalency certificate includes the
successful completion of a high school equivalency test such as the General Educational Development (GED)
test, or obtaining an Adult Basic Education (ABE) certificate where it is equivalent to the completion of

secondary school.

This variable indicates whether a person has completed a high school diploma or equivalency certificate. It also
indicates what, if any, the person’s highest postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree is. It uses the hierarchy
of educational credentials specified in the “Highest certificate, diploma or degree” classification to create two
separate hierarchies; one branching from “No high school diploma or equivalency certificate” and the other from
“With high school diploma or equivalency certificate.”

Persons who obtained trades qualifications from secondary-level vocational training programs in the province of
Quebec, such as the Diplédme d’études professionnelles/Diploma of Vocational Studies (DEP/DVS), are included
in the category “apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma.”

This variable is reported for persons aged 15 years and over in private households.

Users are advised to consult data quality comments for this variable, available in the Education Reference Guide,
Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/guides/013/98-500-
x2016013-eng.cfm).

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)

Combinations of certificates, diplomas and degrees awarded (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?
Function=getVD&TVD=305718)

Reported in

2016 (25% sample); 2011 (30% sample); 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986 and 1981 (20% sample).

Reported for
Population aged 15 years and over in private households

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Questions 25, 26a), 26b) and 26c¢)

Responses

No high school diploma or equivalency certificate; No high school diploma or equivalency certificate, with
apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma; No high school diploma or equivalency certificate, with college,
CEGEP or other non-university certificate or diploma; With high school diploma or equivalency certificate; With
high school diploma or equivalency certificate, with apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma; With high
school diploma or equivalency certificate, with college, CEGEP or other non-university certificate or diploma;
With high school diploma or equivalency certificate, with university certificate or diploma below bachelor level;

24. In 2011, the voluntary National Household Survey was used to collect information related to this variable.
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With high school diploma or equivalency certificate, with bachelor’s degree; With high school diploma or
equivalency certificate, with university certificate or diploma above bachelor level; With high school diploma

or equivalency certificate, with degree in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine or optometry; With high school
diploma or equivalency certificate, with master’s degree; With high school diploma or equivalency certificate,
with earned doctorate.

Remarks

This is a useful variable for socio-economic analysis. By dividing the population into those who do and those
who do not have secondary (high) school completion, differences in employment, income, participation in further
education, homeownership and mobility can be examined.

With the exception of high school diplomas or equivalency certificates, the qualifications in the categories of
this classification pertain to the highest certificate, diploma or degree obtained, and do not refer to certificates,
diplomas or degrees ‘ever obtained’ or that which is ‘most recent.’
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Families, households and marital status

Census family

Definition

‘Census family’ is defined as a married couple and the children, if any, of either and/or both spouses; a couple
living common law and the children, if any, of either and/or both partners; or a lone parent of any marital status
with at least one child living in the same dwelling and that child or those children. All members of a particular
census family live in the same dwelling. A couple may be of opposite or same sex. Children may be children
by birth, marriage, common-law union or adoption regardless of their age or marital status as long as they live
in the dwelling and do not have their own married spouse, common-law partner or child living in the dwelling.
Grandchildren living with their grandparent(s) but with no parents present also constitute a census family.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable

Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981,
refer to Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Questions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

The census family and its associated classifications and variables are derived according to responses to the
questions on sex, date of birth, marital status, common-law status and relationship to Person 1. In addition,
consideration is given to the order in which household members are listed on the questionnaire.

The concepts of census family, census family status and census family structure have remained the same in the
census since 2001. Prior to 2001, the census family concepts were the same from 1976 to 1996. The changes
made to the census family concepts in the 2001 Census are described under ‘census family’ (http://www12.
statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/ref/dict/fam004-eng.cfm) in the 2011 Census Dictionary, and under
‘Historical comparability’ in the Families Reference Guide, 2011 Census (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2011/ref/guides/98-312-x/98-312-x2011005-eng.cfm#a4). More historical information about family
concepts over time is contained in the Appendix of the article, ‘Enduring Diversity: Living Arrangements of Children
in Canada over 100 Years of the Census’ (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/91f0015m/91f0015m2014011-eng.htm),
no. 11, Demographic Documents (91F0015M).
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Census family composition

The term ‘Census family composition’ is discontinued for the 2016 Census.

Census family status
Definition

‘Census family status’ refers to whether or not the person is a member of a census family and, if so, his or her
status in that census family, either as a member of a couple, as a lone parent or as a child.

Statistical unit(s)

Person

Classification(s)

Census family status, variant with children (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&
TVD=272338)
Census family status (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=272308)

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Questions 2, 3,4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

For more information, refer to census family.

Census family structure

Definition

‘Census family structure’ refers to the combination of relatives that comprise a census family. Classification on this
variable considers the presence or absence of: married spouses or common-law partners and children.

Statistical unit(s)
Census family

Classification(s)

Census family structure of census family (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&
TVD=272588)
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Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Questions 2, 3,4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

For more information, refer to census family.

Child presence any age

Definition

‘Child presence any age’ refers to whether or not the family includes any children. To be included, children must
live in the same household as the family. They may be children by birth, marriage, common-law union or adoption.

Statistical unit(s)

Census family

Economic family

Classification(s)

Child presence any age (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=282866)

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Questions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

Responses

Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable
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Collective household

Definition

Refers to a person or a group of persons who occupy a collective dwelling and do not have a usual place of
residence elsewhere in Canada. Only data for collective households with usual residents are shown in the
standard census products.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable

Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971

Reported for
Collective households

Question number(s)

Not applicable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
For more information, refer to the Census Dictionary: Collective dwelling and Usual place of residence.

Common-law status

Definition

‘Common-law status’ refers to whether the person is living with a person of the opposite sex or of the same sex
as a couple but is not legally married to that person. All persons aged less than 15 are considered as not living
common law.

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)
Common-law status (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=252403)

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996 and 1991.

Reported for

Total population
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Question number(s)
Direct variable: Question 5

Responses
Yes; No

Remarks

For more information, refer to the definition of marital status.

Conjugal status

Definition

‘Conjugal status’ refers to the nature of the relationship between the members of a couple. Specifically, it indicates
whether the members of a couple are either legally married to each other or living in a common-law relationship.
Statistical unit(s)

Couple

Classification(s)
Conjugal status of couple (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=252467)

Reported in
2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991.

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

Not applicable

Couple family
Definition

‘Couple family’ refers to a family that contains a married or common-law couple. A couple may be of opposite
or same sex. In economic families, a couple family is a family where the reference person has a legally married
spouse or common-law partner in the family (regardless of whether or not the reference person also has children).

Statistical unit(s)

Not applicable
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Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Questions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable

Couple family with children

Definition

‘Couple family with children’ refers to a census family that contains a married couple or a couple living common
law and at least one child. A couple may be of opposite or same sex. Children may be children by birth, marriage,
common-law union or adoption regardless of their age or marital status as long as they live in the dwelling and do
not have their own spouse, partner or child living in the dwelling.

Statistical unit(s)

Not applicable

Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Questions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable
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Economic family
Definition

‘Economic family’ refers to a group of two or more persons who live in the same dwelling and are related to each
other by blood, marriage, common-law union, adoption or a foster relationship. A couple may be of opposite or
same sex. By definition, all persons who are members of a census family are also members of an economic family.
Examples of the broader concept of economic family include the following: two co-resident census families who
are related to one another are considered one economic family; co-resident siblings who are not members of a
census family are considered as one economic family; and, nieces or nephews living with aunts or uncles are
considered one economic family.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable

Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Questions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

The economic family and its associated classifications and variables are derived according to the responses to
the questions on sex, date of birth, marital status, common-law status and relationship to Person 1. In addition,
consideration is given to the order in which household members are listed on the questionnaire.

The way that economic families are classified by economic family structure depends on who is selected as the
economic family reference person. As described in the classification of economic family status, the reference
person is determined through procedures specific to each survey (or census). For the 2016 Census, the criteria
for determining who is the economic family reference person changed slightly. For more information, refer to the
Families Reference Guide, Census of Population, 2016 (http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/
ref/guides/002/98-500-x2016002-eng.cfm).
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Economic family status

Definition

‘Economic family status’ refers to whether or not the person is a member of an economic family and, if so, his or
her status in that economic family. This variable is derived from the responses to questions about the relationships
among the people who live in the household.

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)
Economic family status (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=285033)

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Questions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

For more information, refer to economic family.

Economic family structure

Definition

‘Economic family structure’ refers to the combination of relatives that comprise a family. Classification on this
variable considers the presence or absence of: married spouses or common-law partners; children; and other
relatives.

Statistical unit(s)

Economic family

Classification(s)

Economic family structure of economic family (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&
TVD=285069)

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.
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Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Questions 2, 3,4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

For more information, refer to economic family.

Family size

Definition
‘Family size’ refers to the number of persons in the family.

Statistical unit(s)
Census family
Economic family
Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Questions 2, 3,4, 5 and 6

Responses

Not applicable

Remarks

Not applicable
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Household

Definition

Household refers to a person or group of persons who occupy the same dwelling and do not have a usual place
of residence elsewhere in Canada or abroad. The dwelling may be either a collective dwelling or a private dwelling.
The household may consist of a family group such as a census family, of two or more families sharing a dwelling,
of a group of unrelated persons or of a person living alone. Household members who are temporarily absent on
reference day are considered part of their usual household.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable

Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Reported for

For more information on the household universe, refer to the Guide to the Census of Population, 2016 (http://
www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/98-304/index-eng.cfm).

Question number(s)
Not applicable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

For more information, refer to the Census Dictionary: Private household, Collective household and Household
outside Canada.

Unless otherwise specified, all data in census products are for private households only.

Household living arrangements

Definition

‘Household living arrangements’ refers to whether or not the person lives with another person or persons and,
if so, whether or not he or she is related to that person or persons.

Statistical unit(s)

Person not in a census family

Classification(s)
Household living arrangements (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=286464)

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.
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Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Questions 2, 3,4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable

Household outside Canada

Definition

Refers to a person or a group of persons residing together outside Canada on government, military or diplomatic
postings.

Statistical unit(s)

Not applicable

Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Reported for

For more information on the household universe, refer to the Guide to the Census of Population, 2016 (http://
www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/98-304/index-eng.cfm).

Question number(s)
Not applicable

Responses

Not applicable

Remarks

In 1971, the term ‘households abroad’ was used. Prior to the 1971 Census, these households were included in the
count of private households, and housing data were imputed to them. In 1971, they were included in the count of
private households to which housing data were not imputed. Since 1976, both households outside Canada and
their dwellings have been excluded from the counts of private households and occupied private dwellings.
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Household type

Definition

‘Household type’ refers to the differentiation of households on the basis of whether they are census family
households or non-census-family households. Census family households are those that contain at least one
census family. Non-census-family households are either one person living alone or a group of two or more persons
who live together but do not constitute a census family. Census family households may be differentiated based on
the presence of additional persons (that is, persons not in a census family).

Statistical unit(s)
Private household

Classification(s)
Household type (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=298837)

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for
Private households

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Questions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks

Historically in the census, as well as in the Statistics Canada standard concept for household type, ‘census

family households’ are broken down by whether they have one census family or multiple census families. One-
census-family households are then optionally broken down by whether there are any other persons present in the
household (without additional persons; with additional persons). Since the 2001 Census, an alternative breakdown
is often used in published tables to focus on households that are composed entirely of one census family

and contrast them with all other households containing at least one census family. The first type of household
corresponds to ‘one-census-family households without additional persons’ in the Statistics Canada standard,
although this category was called ‘one-family-only households’ in tables from 2001 to 2011. The second type,
‘other census family households,” combines both ‘one-census-family households with additional persons’ and
‘multiple-census-family households’ of the Statistics Canada standard.

Legal marital status

Definition

‘Legal marital status’ refers to the marital status of the person under the law not taking into account common-
law status. All persons aged less than 15 are considered as never married. Civil unions are included. Same-sex
marriage has been legal in all provinces and territories of Canada since 2005.

Statistical unit(s)
Person
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Classification(s)
Legal marital status (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=252479)

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996 and 1991.

Reported for
Total population

Question number(s)

Direct variable: Question 4

Responses
Never legally married; Legally married (and not separated); Separated, but still legally married; Divorced; Widowed

Remarks

For more information, refer to the definition of marital status.

Marital status

Definition

‘Marital status’ refers to whether or not a person is living in a common-law union as well as the legal marital status
of those who are not living in a common-law union. All persons aged less than 15 are considered as never married
and not living common law.

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)

Marital status (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=252495)
Marital Status - short title variant for dissemination (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=get
VD&TVD=252517)

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, please refer to Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Total population

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Questions 4 and 5

Responses
Not applicable
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Remarks

Since 2006, ‘married’ includes legally married same-sex spouses. Since 2001, ‘living common law’ includes
same-sex common-law partners. In the 1981 and 1986 censuses, people living common law could report their
common-law status by using one of the response categories in the question on relationship to Person 1. They are
identifiable separately on the database back to 1981, even though they were not shown separately in published
tables until 1991, the year the question on common-law status was added to the census questionnaire. In the 1971
and 1976 censuses, people living common law were instructed to report their marital status as married. In 1961
and 1966, separated persons were included with married persons.

In census data, persons in private households who were reported as living common law but who do not have

their common-law partner present in the household are treated as not living common law. This is also true for
persons living in collective dwellings. Persons reported as married who do not have their married spouse present
in the same private household or collective dwelling are treated as married for marital status, but not for family
characteristics. For example, they may appear as lone parents if their children are present in the household but
not their spouse. For information about how household membership is defined in the census, refer to the definition
of ‘usual place of residence.’

Opposite/same-sex married spouse or common-law partner

Definition

‘Opposite/same-sex married spouse or common-law partner’ refers to whether a person who has a spouse
or partner is the opposite sex as that spouse or partner or is the same sex.

Statistical unit(s)
Person

Classification(s)

Opposite/same-sex married spouse or common-law partner (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.
pl?Function=getVD&TVD=286479)

Reported in
2016 and 2011; 2006 and 2001 (20% sample).

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable
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Opposite/same-sex status
Definition

‘Opposite/same-sex status’ refers to whether the spouses or partners in a couple family are of the opposite sex
or the same sex.

Statistical unit(s)
Couple family

Classification(s)
Opposite/same-sex status (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=61906)

Reported in
2016 and 2011; 2006 and 2001 (20% sample).

Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable

Person 15 years or over
Definition

‘Person 15 years or over’ refers to an individual whose age is 15 years or over.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable

Classification(s)

Not applicable

Reported in

All censuses

Reported for
Total population

Question number(s)
Not applicable
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Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable

Presence of children

The term ‘Presence of children’ is discontinued for the 2016 Census. Refer to the definition of child presence
any age.

Private household
Definition

‘Private household’ refers to a person or group of persons who occupy the same dwelling and do not have a usual
place of residence elsewhere in Canada or abroad. The household universe is divided into two sub-universes on
the basis of whether the household is occupying a collective dwelling or a private dwelling. The latter is a private
household.

For census purposes, households are classified into three groups: private households, collective households
and households outside Canada.

Unless otherwise specified, all data in census products are for private households only.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable

Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Reported for

For more information on the household universe, refer to the Guide to the Census of Population, 2016
(http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/ref/98-304/index-eng.cfm).

Question number(s)

Not applicable

Responses

Not applicable

Remarks

For more information, refer to the Census Dictionary: Collective household and Household outside Canada.

The number of private households is equal to the number of occupied private dwellings in the 2016, 2011,
2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981 and 1976 censuses (see the definition ‘Private dwelling occupied by usual
residents’ in the Census Dictionary).
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In certain instances, there may be private households occupying dwellings that are located within collective
grounds or attached to a collective dwelling structure. In these cases, the living quarters are considered as private
dwellings inhabited by private households.

Relationship structure

Definition

‘Relationship structure’ refers to whether the family contains biological or adopted children of only one married
spouse or common-law partner whose birth or adoption preceded the current relationship. The family can contain
such children of each married spouse or common-law partner. It also considers whether or not the family also
includes biological or adopted children of both married spouses or common-law partners.

Statistical unit(s)
Stepfamily

Classification(s)
Relationship structure (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=133205)

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Questions 2, 3, 4 and 5

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable

Relationship to household reference person (Person 1)

Definition

The term ‘Relationship to household reference person (Person 1)’ is discontinued for the 2016 Census. Refer to
Appendix 2.0 for information about the Relationship to Person 1 question.
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Stepfamily
Definition

‘Stepfamily’ refers to couple families with children that contain at least one biological or adopted child of only one
married spouse or common-law partner whose birth or adoption preceded the current relationship. The family can
contain such children of each married spouse or common-law partner. The family can also contain biological or
adopted children from the current relationship. If the current married spouse or common-law partner has adopted
the child(ren) of the other married spouse or common-law partner then it is no longer a stepfamily.

Statistical unit(s)
Not applicable

Classification(s)
Not applicable

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.

Reported for

Population in private households

Question number(s)
Derived variable: Questions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable

Stepfamily status
Definition

‘Stepfamily status’ refers to whether or not the family contains any children who are biological or adopted children
of only one married spouse or common-law partner and whose birth or adoption preceded the current relationship.
The family can contain such children of each married spouse or common-law partner.

Statistical unit(s)

Couple family with children

Classification(s)
Stepfamily status (http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=133226)

Reported in

2016 and 2011; 2006, 2001 and 1996 (20% sample); 1991, 1986 and 1981. For availability prior to 1981, refer to
Appendix 2.0.
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Reported for
Population in private households

Question number(s)

Derived variable: Questions 2, 3,4 and 5

Responses
Not applicable

Remarks
Not applicable
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Geography

Introduction to the geography universe

The geography universe defines terms related to geographical concepts, infrastructure, products and services.
The following summary denotes changes made to the geographic program for the 2016 Census. For further
details, refer to the individual definitions of terms.

Geographic areas

Census data are disseminated for a number of standard geographic areas. These areas are either administrative
or statistical. Administrative areas are defined, with a few exceptions, by federal, provincial and territorial statutes.
Statistical areas are defined by Statistics Canada as part of the spatial frame for disseminating census data.
Figure 1.1 shows the hierarchy of all standard geographic areas for dissemination and Table 1.1 shows the
distribution of geographic areas by province and territory.

Adjustment of population counts

Statistics Canada is committed to protect the privacy of all Canadians and the confidentiality of the data they
provide to us. As part of this commitment, some population counts of geographic areas are adjusted in order to
ensure confidentiality.

Counts of the total population are rounded to a base of 5 for any dissemination block having a population of less
than 15. Population counts for all standard geographic areas above the dissemination block level are derived

by summing the adjusted dissemination block counts. The adjustment of dissemination block counts is controlled
to ensure that the population counts for dissemination areas will always be within 5 of the actual values.

The adjustment has no impact on the population counts of census divisions and large census subdivisions.
Population counts of federal electoral districts will be within 5 of the actual values. Dwelling counts are unadjusted.

Geographic attributes

Adjusted counts

Definition

After a census, Statistics Canada makes public the total number of persons and the total number of dwellings
counted in a given area, for example, in a municipality. By the next census, the municipality’s geographic
boundaries may have changed, especially if it has annexed part of another municipality or has merged with
another municipality. When a boundary change occurs between censuses, the population and dwelling counts for
the geographic areas affected by the boundary change are revised (adjusted). The adjusted counts show what the
counts (the total number of persons and the total number of dwellings) from the previous census would be for the
current census boundaries.

Reported in

2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961, 1956 (population)
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996 (dwellings)

Remarks

When a boundary change occurs, the population and dwellings affected are determined by examining the
collection documents from the previous census. The dwellings affected by the boundary change are identified
from the collection maps. Once the affected dwellings are identified, it is possible to establish the population
affected. These counts are then added to the geographic area that has increased in size and subtracted from
the geographic area that has decreased in size.
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Boundary changes to standard geographic areas between censuses are generally flagged in census outputs.
This is done to warn users doing trend or longitudinal analysis that the areas being compared have changed over
time. However, by comparing the final population or dwelling counts from the previous census to the adjusted
counts, the user can judge the significance of the boundary change.

In the case of new areas (e.g., census subdivision incorporations), adjusted counts are required to permit the
calculation of change. For dissolutions or major boundary changes, the use of adjusted counts instead of the
previous census final counts often provides a better measure of trends by removing the effect of the boundary
change from the calculation.

Refer to the related definition of census subdivision (CSD).

Changes prior to the current census
Not applicable

Geographic code
Definition

A geographic code is a numerical identifier assigned to a geographic area. Every kind of geographic area in
Canada has its own type of geographic code. For example, the geographic code assigned to a town makes it
possible to distinguish that town from any other towns with the same name that are located in a different province.
The code is used to identify and access standard geographic areas for the purposes of data storage, retrieval and
display.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Remarks

Geographic codes are used in combination with the province/territory code and other higher level geographic area
codes in order to uniquely identify each geographic unit in Canada.

The Standard Geographical Classification (SGC), Statistics Canada’s official classification of geographic areas,
provides unique codes for three hierarchically-related geographic areas: provinces and territories, census divisions
and census subdivisions.

For further details, refer to the description of the geographic code in the definitions of census agricultural region
(CAR); census consolidated subdivision (CCS); census division (CD); census metropolitan area (CMA) and
census agglomeration (CA); census subdivision (CSD); census tract (CT); designated place (DPL); dissemination
area (DA); dissemination block (DB); economic region (ER); federal electoral district (FED); population centre
(POPCTRY); province or territory and Standard Geographical Classification (SGC).

Also refer to the 2011 Standard Geographical Classification (SGC), Volumes | and Il (Catalogue nos. 12-571-X
(http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/sgc/2016/index) and 12-572-X (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/
subjects/standard/sgc/2016/map-index)).
Changes prior to the current census

Since 1981, the Standard Geographical Classification has been the sole official geographic classification system
used for disseminating data for provinces/territories, census divisions and census subdivisions.

For 1976 and 1971, both the SGC and census codes were used to disseminate census data.

Prior to 1971, only census codes were used to disseminate census data.
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Land area

Definition

Number of square kilometres of land in a given geographic area (e.g., a province, a territory, a city). Land area
data are unofficial and are provided for the sole purpose of calculating population density.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Remarks

Land area data for the standard geographic areas reflect the boundaries in effect on January 1, 2016
(the geographic reference date for the 2016 Census of Canada). The data are available for all standard
geographic areas.

The data are derived from the Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI), which includes a water polygon layer used in
the process for calculating land area. The area calculations are computed from data that are transformed from
a Lambert conformal conic projection to an Albers equal-area projection, since the properties of an equal area
projection are indispensable for calculating land area. The same projection parameters (two standard parallels,
central meridian and latitude of projection origin) are used for each province or territory.

Land area is calculated using ArcGIS® software. There is a multi-stage aggregation procedure. First, the data are
calculated at a basic block level (BB),? aggregated and stored in square kilometres at the census block (CB)%*
level to eight decimal places. The census block (CB) calculations are then aggregated to the dissemination block
(DB) level and rounded to four decimal places. The DB data are individually aggregated to each higher level
standard geographic area. Land area data is not disseminated for basic blocks or census blocks.

Since the Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) is a digital base using three input map scales (1:50,000, 1:250,000
and 1:1,000,000), greater land area accuracy is achieved at larger scales — that is, there is less generalization
regarding the symbolization and number of hydrographic features. Land area errors may occur due to digitizing
or linkage discrepancies, and when water polygons do not line up or are symbolized differently between different
map scales.

Users should note that even where the boundaries of standard geographic areas did not change between
censuses, the land areas may differ due to geometry shifts. The shifts are caused by a change in the underlying
database architecture and by improvements in the absolute positional accuracy of some of the roads. Minor
adjustments to hydrography can also cause variations in land area for stable geographic areas.

Refer to related definitions of dissemination block (DB); geographic reference date; population density and Spatial
Data Infrastructure (SDI).

Changes prior to the current census

For 2011, the data were derived from the Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) geospatial layers, including the water
polygon layer. The source layer for water changed in British Columbia for 2011. This resulted in varying land area
calculations as compared to previous censuses. Land area data were calculated using ArcGIS® software.

The data were calculated and stored in square kilometres at the census block (CB) level to eight decimal places
then aggregated to the dissemination block (DB) level and rounded to four decimal places. The DB data were then
individually aggregated to all higher level standard geographic areas. Land area data were not disseminated for
census blocks.

25. The basic block (BB) is the smallest polygon unit in the Spatial Data Infrastructure. BBs are formed by the intersection of all roads and
boundary arcs of standard geographic areas that do not follow roads.

26. Acensus block (CB) is an area bounded on all sides by roads and/or boundaries of standard geographic areas. Census blocks cover all
the territory of Canada. They are the smallest geographic area for which population and dwelling counts are stored. It must be noted that
CBs are not available to the public, but are used internally as the smallest level of geography upon which both collection and dissemination
geographies are built.
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For 2006, the data were derived from the Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) geospatial layers, including selected
water polygons. Land area data were calculated using ArcGIS® software. The data were calculated and stored
at the basic block (BB) level at eight decimal places and then aggregated to the dissemination block (DB) level
and rounded to four decimal places. The DB data were then individually aggregated to all higher level standard
geographic areas. Land area data were not disseminated for basic blocks.

For 2001, land area data were calculated using ArcGIS® software. Separate projection parameters (two standard
parallels, central meridian and latitude of projection origin) were used for each province or territory. As well, there
was only a one-stage aggregation procedure. The data were calculated and stored at the basic block (BB) level at
eight decimal places and then aggregated to all higher level geographic areas and rounded to four decimal places.
Land area data were not disseminated for basic blocks.

Prior to 2001, land area was manually calculated using a planimeter. Measurements were normally taken three
times for each geographic unit and then averaged. The map scales generally varied between 1:50,000 and
1:250,000. In densely and sparsely populated regions of Canada, larger or smaller scales may have been used.
Only discernible bodies of water found on the maps were excluded. The planimeter gave accurate readings for
only small zones — and consequently, large geographic areas were subdivided into smaller ones and measured
individually; the individual parts were then added together.

Boundaries that changed from one census to another were not measured in their entirety. Only the land area
gained or lost due to a boundary revision/update was measured, and then added to or subtracted from the
original figure.

Land area measurements for census subdivisions (CSDs) were aggregated to obtain the land areas for the higher
level geographic areas — namely, primary census metropolitan areas/primary census agglomerations (PCMAs/
PCAs), census metropolitan areas/census agglomerations (CMAs/CAs), census consolidated subdivisions (CCSs),
census divisions (CDs), economic regions (ERs), and provinces/territories. Land area measurements were done
separately for urban areas (UAs), designated places (DPLs) and census tracts (CTs). Data were not available for
enumeration areas (EAs) and federal electoral districts (FEDs).

The land area data were subject to a number of errors, including measurement, coding and transcription, and
processing errors — and overall, cumulative historic errors. As well, a limited number of tests revealed logical
inconsistencies; for example, there were cases where the land area was greater than the total area.

Prior to 1996, some CSDs had land areas of zero (0) because their official limits were unknown.

For 1991, land area was called ‘net land area.’ Prior to 1976, land area data were expressed in square miles only.

Population density

Definition
Population density is the number of persons per square kilometre.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Remarks

The calculation for population density is total population divided by land area. The data are available for all
standard geographic areas.

Population density data support a variety of applications, such as delineating population centres, determining
the population ecumene, as well as spatial analysis.

Refer to related definitions of ecumene; land area and population centre (POPCTR).
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Changes prior to the current census

Prior to 2001, population density data were available for all standard geographic areas, except enumeration areas
(EAs) and federal electoral districts (FEDs).

For 1976, population density data were expressed in both square kilometres and square miles.

Prior to 1976, population density data were expressed in square miles only.

Geographic classifications

Census metropolitan influenced zone (MIZ)

Definition

The census metropolitan influenced zone (MIZ) is a concept that geographically differentiates the area of Canada
outside census metropolitan areas (CMAs) and census agglomerations (CAs). Census subdivisions (CSDs) within
provinces that are outside CMAs and CAs are assigned to one of four categories according to the degree of
influence (strong, moderate, weak or no influence) that the CMAs or CAs have on them. CSDs within the territories
that are outside CAs are assigned to a separate category.

A municipality within a province is assigned to a census metropolitan influenced zone (MIZ) category depending
on the percentage of its resident employed labour force that commute to work in one or more of the municipalities
(census subdivisions) that are part of the delineation core of a CMA or CA. The calculation of the resident
employed labour force excludes the category of no fixed workplace address. CSDs with the same degree of
influence tend to be clustered. They form zones around CMAs and CAs that progress through the categories
from ‘strong’ to ‘no’ influence as distance from the CMAs and CAs increases. As many CSDs in the territories are
very large and sparsely populated, the commuting flow of the resident employed labour force is unstable. For this
reason, CSDs in the territories that are outside CAs are assigned to a separate category that is not based on their
commuting flows.

Note: The data on place of work are taken from the Census Program. Commuting, i.e., the journey to work,
comprises four categories: at home; outside Canada; no fixed workplace address; and usual place of work.
The calculation of the resident employed labour force excludes the category of no fixed workplace address for
the 2016 Census.

CSDs outside CMAs and CAs are assigned to the following MIZ categories:

1. Strong metropolitan influenced zone: This category includes CSDs in provinces where at least 30% of the
CSD'’s resident employed labour force (excluding the category of no fixed workplace address) commutes to
work in any CMA or CA. It excludes CSDs with fewer than 40 persons in their resident employed labour force
from the previous census.

2. Moderate metropolitan influenced zone: This category includes CSDs in provinces where at least 5% but
less than 30% of the CSD'’s resident employed labour force (excluding the category of no fixed workplace
address) commute to work in any CMA or CA. It excludes CSDs with fewer than 40 persons in their resident
employed labour force from the previous census.

3. Weak metropolitan influenced zone: This category includes CSDs in provinces where more than 0% but
less than 5% of the CSD’s resident employed labour force (excluding the category of no fixed workplace
address) commute to work in any CMA or CA. It excludes CSDs with fewer than 40 persons in their resident
employed labour force from the previous census.

4. No metropolitan influenced zone: This category includes CSDs in provinces where none of the CSD’s
resident employed labour force (excluding the category of no fixed workplace address) commute to work in
any CMA or CA. It also includes CSDs in provinces with fewer than 40 persons in their resident employed
labour force from the previous census.

5. Territories (outside CAs): This category includes CSDs in the territories outside CAs.
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Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001

Remarks

The MIZ is a concept applied, for statistical analysis purposes, to CSDs outside CMAs and CAs. All CSDs in
Canada are either a component of a CMA or a CA or not a component (outside CMAs and CAs). The MIZ provides
users with a more detailed geographic identity for the CSDs outside CMAs and CAs. As with CMAs and CAs,

the allocation of a CSD to a MIZ category was determined using commuting flows of the resident employed

labour force, excluding the category of no fixed workplace, derived from data on place of work from the previous
Census Program.

The calculation of the commuting flows for MIZ differs from the calculation used for CSD inclusion in CMAs or CAs.
For the concept of MIZ, the percentage of the resident employed labour force (excluding the category of no fixed
workplace address) living in a particular CSD outside CMAs and CAs and working in one or more of CSDs that is
part of the delineation core of any CMA or CA is combined to determine the degree of influence that one or more
CMAs or CAs have on that CSD. In short, the calculation of the degree of influence does not take into account
whether or not the CSD is adjacent to the CMA or CA. The resulting percentage then determines the MIZ category
assigned to the CSD.

Table 1.3 shows the number of census subdivisions by the Statistical Area Classification (SAC) for Canada,
provinces and territories.

Refer to the related definitions of census metropolitan area (CMA) and census agglomeration (CA); census
subdivision (CSD); core, fringe and rural area; Statistical Area Classification (SAC) and Standard Geographical
Classification (SGC).

Changes prior to the current census
Not applicable

Standard Geographical Classification (SGC)

Definition

The Standard Geographical Classification (SGC) 2016 is Statistics Canada’s main classification of geographic
areas in Canada. It is designed to classify statistical information by geographic areas. The classification consists
of four levels: geographical regions of Canada, provinces and territories, census divisions (such as counties

and regional municipalities) and census subdivisions (such as municipalities). The four geographic levels are
hierarchically related; a seven-digit code is used to show this relationship.

The 2016 version of the SGC includes four classification variants:

e Statistical Area Classification — Variant of SGC 2016
This classifies census subdivisions by census metropolitan areas (CMAs), census agglomerations (CAs)
and census metropolitan influenced zones (MIZ) including territories in the areas outside CMAs and CAs.

e  Statistical Area Classification by Province and Territory — Variant of SGC 2016
This classifies census subdivisions by census metropolitan areas (CMAs), census agglomerations (CAs)
and census metropolitan influenced zones (MIZ) including territories in the areas outside CMAs and CAs.
In this classification variant, these categories are further classified by provinces and territories.

¢ Economic Regions — Variant of SGC 2016
This classifies census subdivisions into census divisions and economic regions.

e Agricultural Regions — Variant of SGC 2016
This classifies census subdivisions into census divisions, census consolidated subdivisions and census
agricultural regions.
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Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Remarks

Census subdivisions (CSDs) aggregate to census divisions (CDs), which aggregate to province or territory which,
in turn, aggregate to geographical regions of Canada (Figure 1.2).

The hierarchical relationship is reflected in the seven-digit SGC code.
For example:

PR-CD-CSD code Description
12 06 008 Province 12: Nova Scotia
CD 06: Lunenburg
CSD 008: Mahone Bay
3506 008 Province 35: Ontario
CD 06: Ottawa
CSD 008: Ottawa

Changes to the Standard Geographical Classification for the 2016 Census

This version introduces the new classification variant ‘Agricultural Regions — Variant of SGC 2016.’ This variant
includes census agricultural regions and census consolidated subdivisions, both of which are used by the Census
of Agriculture for disseminating agricultural statistics.

Refer to the related definitions of census agricultural region (CAR); census consolidated subdivision (CCS);
census division (CD); census metropolitan area (CMA) and census agglomerations (CA); census metropolitan
influenced zone (MIZ); census subdivision (CSD); economic region (ER); geographical region of Canada and
province or territory. The Standard Geographical Classification is presented in the Standard Geographical
Classification (SGC), Volumes | and Il, 2016 (Catalogue nos. 12-571-X (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/
standard/sgc/2016/index) and 12-572-X (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/sgc/2016/map-index)).

Changes prior to the current census

In 1976 and 1971, both SGC and census codes were used to disseminate census data.
In 1966 and 1961, only census codes were used to disseminate census data.

Statistical Area Classification (SAC)

Definition

The Statistical Area Classification (SAC) groups census subdivisions (CSD) according to whether they are

a component of a census metropolitan area (CMA), a census agglomeration (CA) or a census metropolitan
influenced zone (MIZ). The MIZ categorizes all CSDs in provinces and territories that are outside CMAs and CAs.
CSDs within provinces that are outside CMAs and CAs are assigned to one of four categories according to the
degree of influence (strong, moderate, weak or no influence) that the CMAs or CAs have on them. CSDs within
the territories that are outside CAs are assigned to a separate category.

The SAC is a variant of the Standard Geographical Classification (SGC). CSDs form the lowest level of the
classification variant. The next level consists of CMAs, CAs and MIZs including the territories. The highest level
consists of two categories that cover all of the land mass of Canada:

e inside census metropolitan areas and census agglomerations

e outside census metropolitan areas and census agglomerations.
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The SAC provides unique numeric identification (codes) for these hierarchically-related geographic areas. It was
established for the purpose of reporting statistics.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001

Remarks

In using the Statistical Area Classification (SAC) for census data tabulations, it is possible to sum census data
automatically for census subdivisions (CSDs) as follows:

e all CSDs in census metropolitan areas (CMAS)

e all CSDs in census agglomerations (CAs) with census tracts

e all CSDs in census agglomerations (CAs) having no census tracts

¢ all CSDs in the provinces in the strong metropolitan influenced zone category

e all CSDs in the provinces in the moderate metropolitan influenced zone category

e all CSDs in the provinces in the weak metropolitan influenced zone category

* all CSDs in the provinces in the no metropolitan influenced zone category

e CSDs in the three territories (Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut), except those that are

components of a CA (currently the CAs of Whitehorse and Yellowknife).

Care should be exercised when applying the MIZ concept in the three territories. As many CSDs in the territories
are very large and sparsely populated, the commuting flow of the resident employed labour force is unstable.
For this reason, the CSDs in the territories that are outside CAs are assigned to a territories category that is not
based on their commuting flows.

Figure 1.3 shows the hierarchical structure of the SAC.

Table 1.2 Population distribution by the Statistical Area Classification (SAC), 2011 adjusted population by 2016
geography, 2016 Census

Table 1.3 Number of census subdivisions by the Statistical Area Classification (SAC), 2016 Census

Refer to the related definitions of census metropolitan area (CMA) and census agglomeration (CA); census
metropolitan influenced zone (MIZ); census subdivision (CSD); core, fringe and rural area.

Changes prior to the current census

Not applicable

Geographic files

Cartographic boundary files (CBFs)

Definition

Cartographic boundary files (CBFs) portray the boundaries of standard geographic areas together with the
shoreline around Canada. Selected inland lakes and rivers are available as supplementary layers.

Reported in

2016, 2011, 2006, 2001 (cartographic boundary files)
1996 (digital cartographic files)
1991, 1986, 1981, 1976 (CARTLIBSs)
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Remarks
The boundaries of the geographic areas reflect those in effect on January 1, 2016 (the geographic reference date
for the 2016 Census of Canada).

Cartographic boundary files are created by integrating Canada’s external shoreline with the selected source
boundary layer from the Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI). The boundaries extending into water bodies are ‘erased’
and replaced by the shoreline and offshore islands. The hydrographic features are also from the SDI. Further
adjustments are made, such as the feature selection and the ranking of features for scale-dependent mapping.

Cartographic boundary files (CBFs) are intended for thematic mapping and analysis purposes. The positional
accuracy does not support cadastral, surveying or engineering applications. CBFs can be used in conjunction with
road network files (RNFs), since both products are derived from the same sources, and features are generalized
in the same manner. The roads in RNFs provide additional geographic context when used with CBFs. CBFs can
be used with Census of Population, Census of Agriculture or other Statistics Canada data. Geographic codes
provide the linkage between the statistical data and geographic areas.

The maps in Figure 1.4 below show the differences between cartographic boundary files and digital boundary files.

Refer to the related definitions of digital boundary files (DBFs); road network file (RNF); Spatial Data Infrastructure
(SDI) and to the Boundary Files, Reference Guide (http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?Objld=92-160-
g&ObjType=2&lang=en&limit=0) (Catalogue no. 92-160-G).

Changes prior to the current census

Not applicable

Digital boundary files (DBFs)

Definition

Digital boundary files (DBFs) portray the boundaries used for census data collection and, therefore, often extend
as straight lines into bodies of water.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976

Remarks

The boundaries of the geographic areas reflect those in effect on January 1, 2016 (the geographic reference date
for the 2016 Census of Canada).

The boundaries are generated from the Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI). The boundaries extend into bodies of
water, rather than follow the shoreline, to ensure that limits are followed and that all land and islands are included
for census enumeration. Thus, boundaries may cut through lakes, extend into oceans, or follow the approximate
centres of rivers.

Digital boundary files are not suitable for computing land area, thematic mapping applications or other types of
analyses requiring the realistic depiction of shorelines and water bodies, unless the user intends to apply their
own shorelines to the boundaries.

The maps in Figure 1.4 below show the differences between cartographic boundary files and digital boundary files.

Refer to the related definitions of cartographic boundary files (CBFs); road network file (RNF); Spatial Data
Infrastructure (SDI) and to the Boundary Files, Reference Guide (http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.
action?0bjld=92-160-g&ObjType=2&lang=en&limit=0) (Catalogue no. 92-160-G).

Changes prior to the current census

Not applicable
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Road network file (RNF)

Definition

The road network file (RNF) contains streets, street names, types, directions and address ranges. Address ranges
are dwelling-based.

Reported in

2016, 2011, 2006, 2001 (road network files — cover the entire country)
1996 (street network files — cover large urban centres only)
1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971 (area master files — cover large urban centres only)

Remarks

The road network file (RNF) is based on the road network from the Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI). Statistics
Canada maintains the RNF to support the census and other activities. The relative position of road network
features is important for census enumeration and reference purposes; therefore, topological accuracy takes
precedence over absolute positional accuracy. The RNF does not contain street information required for route
optimization. For example, data on one-way streets, dead-ends and other street obstacles are not included in the
RNF. Consequently, this file is not recommended for engineering applications, emergency dispatching services,
surveying or legal applications.

The road network file contains street arcs with either ‘true’ address ranges, imputed address ranges, or no address
range. Imputed address ranges are not meant to replace true address ranges for any purpose other than address
geocoding. Thus, if the files are to be used for computer-aided dispatch or similar purposes (that require an
address to be matched to a block or street), it may be necessary to supplement the file with local knowledge

by updating existing true addresses and replacing imputed addresses.

The limitations of the road network file should be recognized for uses other than the mapping, analysis and
retrieval of census data.

Refer to the related definitions of cartographic boundary files (CBFs); digital boundary files (DBFs); Spatial Data
Infrastructure (SDI) and to the Road Network File Reference Guide (Catalogue no. 92-500-G (http://www5.statcan.
gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?Objld=92-500-g&ObjType=2&lang=en&limit=0)).

Changes prior to the current census
Not applicable

Geographic infrastucture

National Geographic Database (NGD)

Definition

The National Geographic Database (NGD) is a spatial database that contains attributed roads (names and
addresses) and administrative boundaries used to delineate geographic entities such as provinces, municipalities,
or even Health Regions. It also contains attributed reference layers such as hydrography (lakes, rivers), railways,
transmission and pipelines that provide spatial reference for the delineation of administrative boundaries.

The NGD is a shared database between Statistics Canada and Elections Canada as both organizations have
shared requirements for attributed road network to conduct their respective business and collective maintenance
reduces costs.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006

. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
66 Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 98-301-X2016001


http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?ObjId=92-500-g&ObjType=2&lang=en&limit=0
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?ObjId=92-500-g&ObjType=2&lang=en&limit=0
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?ObjId=92-500-g&ObjType=2&lang=en&limit=0

Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016 Geography

Remarks

The National Geographic Database (NGD) was created in 1997 as a joint Statistics Canada/Elections
Canada initiative to develop and maintain a national road network file serving the needs of both organizations.
The active building of the NGD (that is, integrating the files from Statistics Canada, Elections Canada and
Natural Resources Canada) occurred from 1998 to 2000. Thereafter, Statistics Canada and Elections Canada
reconciled their digital boundary holdings to the new database’s road network geometry so that operational
products could be derived.

From 2001 to 2008, the focus of the NGD was on intensive data quality improvements, especially regarding the
quality and currency of its road network coverage. This period included considerable expansion of road names
and civic addresses ranges, as well as the addition of hydrographic names. In 2009, a major re-design of the NGD
was undertaken that updated the underlying technology, improved the data model and enhanced maintenance
concepts and activities.

From 2009 to 2015, the NGD undertook a project to improve road network geometric accuracy by aligning to its
holdings to GPS-compliant provincial road network sources. This process, called convergence, was completed

for British Columbia and six census divisions in Ontario, specifically Halton, Hamilton, Ottawa, Peel, Toronto and
Waterloo for the 2011 Census. Hydrography for BC was also replaced with a more accurate National Hydrography
Network at that time. For 2016, the entire provinces of Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Alberta,

New Brunswick and Quebec have been completed.

The NGD road network is constantly improved based on external data sources and geocoding feedback of
administrative files to ensure road network currency and address range accuracy. Sources include provincially
sourced data sets, field operation activities, and municipal and private sector licensed holdings. Priorities for road
network file maintenance are determined by Statistics Canada and Elections Canada, enabling the NGD to meet
the joint operational needs of both agencies in support of census and electoral activities.

The data are maintained and stored in the Lambert Conformal Conic projection based on the
North American Datum of 1983 (NAD83).

Refer to the related definitions of coordinate system; datum; map projection and Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI).

Changes prior to the current census
Not applicable

Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI)

Definition

The Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) is an internal maintenance database that is not disseminated outside of
Statistics Canada. It contains roads, road names and address ranges from the National Geographic Database
(NGD), as well as boundary arcs of standard geographic areas that do not follow roads, all in one integrated
line layer. The database also includes a related polygon layer consisting of basic blocks (BB)?, boundary layers
of standard geographic areas, and derived attribute tables, as well as reference layers containing physical and
cultural features (such as hydrography, railroads and power transmission lines) from the NGD.

The SDI supports a wide range of census operations, such as the maintenance and delineation of the boundaries
of standard geographic areas (including the automated delineation of dissemination blocks and population centres)
and geocoding. The SDI is also the source for generating many geography products for the 2016 Census, such as
cartographic boundary files and road network files.

27. Basic blocks are the smallest polygon units in the database, and are formed by the intersection of all roads and the arcs of geographic
areas that do not follow roads.
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Reported in

2016, 2011, 2006 (Spatial Data Infrastructure)
2001 (National Geographic Base)

Remarks

The data are maintained and stored in the Lambert conformal conic projection based on the North American
Datum of 1983 (NAD83). Links to other data holdings, such as the address register and postal code®V files,
are incorporated into the database.

Given the enhancements to the SDI, primarily through the integration of improved road network data from the
National Geographic Database (NGD), geography products for the 2016 Census allow users to geographically
reference census data more accurately when compared to the 2011 Census products (e.g., cartographic boundary
files, digital boundary files, reference maps, road network files).

Product files from the SDI are available in the Geography Division’s data warehouse (GeoDepot).

Refer to the related definitions of blockface; cartographic boundary files (CBFs); coordinate system; datum; digital
boundary files (DBFs); dissemination block (DB); geocoding; map projection; National Geographic Database
(NGD); reference map; representative point and road network file (RNF), and related reference guides.

Changes prior to the current census

For 2001, the internal database was called the National Geographic Base (NGB), which was divided into National
Topographic Data Base (NTDB) map tiles.

Geographic areas

Aggregate dissemination area (ADA)

Definition

The aggregate dissemination area (ADA) is a new dissemination geography created for the 2016 Census. ADAs
cover the entire country and, where possible, have a population between 5,000 and 15,000 based on the previous
census population counts. ADAs are created from existing dissemination geographic areas and are formed from
census tracts (CTs), census subdivisions (CSDs) or dissemination areas (DAs). ADAs respect provincial, territorial,
census division (CD), census metropolitan area (CMA) and census agglomeration (CA) with census tract (CT)
boundaries.

The intent of the ADA geography is to ensure the availability of census data, where possible, across all regions
of Canada.

Reported in
2016

Remarks

A consultation was undertaken with provinces and territories, and participating municipalities across Canada prior
to finalizing the ADA boundaries for the 2016 Census. During consultations, from June to October 2015, Statistics
Canada asked for input on an initial set of ADA boundaries to determine if any modifications should be made.?

28. Statistics Canada created a web application called the Geographic Editing Tool. The Geographic Editing Tool provided the consultation
participants the ability to visualise, examine and modify the initial ADA boundaries.
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Aggregate dissemination areas (ADAs) respect the following delineation criteria:

1. The ADAs cover the entire country and, where possible, have a population count between 5,000
and 15,000 (based on the population counts from the previous census). In order to meet the operational
constraint of releasing population and dwelling counts for ADAs in the winter following the census year,
the population counts used to delineate ADAs were taken from the previous census.

2. ADAs respect provincial, territorial, census division (CD), census metropolitan area (CMA) and census
agglomeration (CA) with census tract (CT) boundaries in effect for the 2016 Census.

3. ADAs are based on one of three (3) 2016 census dissemination geographic areas: dissemination areas
(DAs), census subdivisions (CSDs) or census tracts (CTs):

¢ Within CMAs and CAs with CTs, adjacent CTs are grouped to meet the ADA population criteria.

e In areas without CTs (areas outside the CMAs and the largest CAs) where CSDs have a population
less than 15,000, adjacent CSDs are grouped to meet the ADA population criteria.

e In areas without CTs where CSDs have a population greater than 15,000, adjacent DAs are
grouped within these CSDs to meet the ADA population criteria.

4. Each Indian Reserve census subdivisions (CSD) and a small number of other areas where door-to-door
canvassing occurred form their own separate ADA.

Aggregate dissemination area code

Each aggregate dissemination area is assigned a four-digit code. To uniquely identify each ADA within Canada,
the provincel/territory (PR) two-digit code and the census division (CD) two-digit code are concatenated and
precede the ADA code. For example:

PR-CD-ADA code Description
12 09 0066 Province 12: Nova Scotia
CD 09: Halifax
ADA 0066
59 09 0001 Province 59: British Columbia
CD 09: Fraser Valley
ADA 0001

Refer to the related definitions of dissemination area (DA), census tract (CT), census subdivision (CSD), census
division (CD), census metropolitan area (CMA) and census agglomeration (CA).

Changes prior to the current census
Not applicable

Blockface

Definition

A blockface represents one side of a street between two consecutive features intersecting that street. The features
can be other streets or boundaries of standard geographic areas. Blockfaces are used for generating blockface
representative points, which in turn are used for geocoding and census data extraction when the street and
address information are available.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971
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Remarks

Population and dwelling counts are not disseminated for individual blockfaces, since there are confidentiality
concerns about releasing small population and dwelling counts at this level of geography.

Table 1.1 shows the number of blockfaces by province and territory.

Refer to related definitions of geocoding; representative point and Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI).

Changes prior to the current census
Minor changes in 2011:

e With the redesign of the road network model for 2011, the blockface became a segment-level attribute
with a unique identifier for each side on all road segments from which blockface representative points
are generated.

Minor changes in 2006:

¢ The concept of enumeration area (EA) was replaced by collection blocks (COLB) for 2006. The EA
sub-block trapezoid polygons were also removed at this time.

* Blockfaces were no longer formed at NTS map tile limits as in 2001 since roads were modified cross
map tiles without segmentation.
Major changes in 2001:

e Blockfaces were defined for the entire country, rather than only in urban centres covered by the former
street network files.

¢ Blockfaces were formed by addressable and non-addressable streets, rather than by addressable
streets only.

¢ Two blockfaces were generated opposite a road T-junction, rather than just one blockface.

e Blockfaces were not formed when physical features (such as rivers or railroads) intersected the road,
unless these features were coincident with a boundary of a standard geographic area.

¢ Blockfaces were not formed when a single-address enumeration area (EA) was smaller than a city block.
In these cases, known as an EA sub-block, the polygon was offset from the street and digitally represented
as a standardized trapezoid, rather than represented as a polygon intersecting the street.

¢ Blockfaces were formed when streets crossed the limits of map tiles. (The map tiles, which were based on
the National Topographic System of Natural Resources Canada, formed the Canada-wide coverage in the
2001 National Geographic Base.)

e Population and dwelling counts were not disseminated for individual blockfaces.

Prior to 2001:
* Blockfaces were defined only in urban centres covered by street network files.
* Blockfaces were formed by addressable streets only.
e Only one blockface was generated opposite a road T-junction.

¢ Blockfaces were formed when physical features intersected roads, even when the boundaries of standard
geographic areas were not coincident with these features.

¢ Blockfaces were formed when a single-address EA was smaller than a city block since the EA was digitally
represented as a polygon intersecting the street.

* Blockfaces were not formed when streets crossed the limits of map tiles, since map tiles were not used.
e Population and dwelling counts were disseminated for individual blockfaces.

Prior to 1991, blockfaces were not created when EA boundaries split city blocks.
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Census agglomeration (CA)

See the definition of census metropolitan area (CMA) and census agglomeration (CA).

Census agricultural region (CAR)

Definition

Census agricultural regions (CARs) are composed of groups of adjacent census divisions.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981

Remarks

In Prince Edward Island, for the purpose of disseminating data, each of the three existing census divisions
(counties) is treated as a census agricultural region.

Each census agricultural region is assigned a two-digit code. In order to uniquely identify each CAR in Canada,
the two-digit province/territory (PR) code must precede the CAR code. For example:

PR-CAR code CAR name
46 03 Agricultural Region 3 (Man.)
59 03 Thompson—Okanagan (B.C.)

Table 1.1 shows the number of census agricultural regions by province.
Census agricultural regions are used by the Census of Agriculture for disseminating agricultural statistics.

Refer to the related definitions of census division (CD) and Standard Geographical Classification (SGC).

Changes prior to the current census

Prior to 2016, in Saskatchewan, census agricultural regions were made up of groups of census consolidated
subdivisions, but these groups did not necessarily respect census division boundaries.

Prior to 2016, census agricultural regions were not defined in Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut.

Prior to 1996, census agricultural regions were called ‘agricultural regions.’

Census consolidated subdivision (CCS)

Definition

A census consolidated subdivision (CCS) is a group of adjacent census subdivisions within the same census
division. Generally, the smaller, more densely-populated census subdivisions (towns, villages, etc.) are combined
with the surrounding, larger, more rural census subdivision, in order to create a geographic level between the
census subdivision and the census division.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966
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Remarks
Census consolidated subdivisions are defined within census divisions (CDs) according to the following criteria:

1. Acensus subdivision (CSD) with a land area greater than 25 square kilometres can form a CCS of its own.
Census subdivisions having a land area smaller than 25 square kilometres are usually grouped with a
larger census subdivision.

2. Acensus subdivision with a land area greater than 25 square kilometres and surrounded on more than
half its perimeter by another census subdivision is usually included as part of the CCS formed by the
surrounding census subdivision.

3. Acensus subdivision with a population greater than 100,000 according to the last census usually forms
a CCS on its own.

4. The census consolidated subdivision’s name and code usually coincide with its largest census subdivision
component in terms of land area.

5. A CCS with fewer than 16 farms in the last census is merged with adjacent CCS(s) to help reduce data
suppression while maintaining the confidentiality of the data for these smaller CCSs.

The final criterion is new for 2016. As a result of this new criterion, a significant number of CCSs were merged
resulting in over 570 fewer CCSs in 2016.

The geographic code assigned to each census consolidated subdivision is the seven-digit Standard Geographical
Classification (SGC) code of one of its component CSDs, usually the one with the largest land area (Figure 1.5
shows a hypothetical example). This assignment process also makes the CCS code unique across Canada.

For example:

PR-CD-CCS code CCS name
24 32 045 Plessisville (Que.)
35 32 045 Blandford-Blenheim (Ont.)

Table 1.1 shows the number of census consolidated subdivisions by province and territory.

CCSs are used primarily for disseminating Census of Agriculture data. CCSs are relatively stable geographic areas
because they have infrequent boundary changes and therefore can be useful for longitudinal analysis.

Refer to the related definitions of census division (CD), census subdivision (CSD) and Standard Geographical
Classification (SGC).

Changes prior to the current census

For 1991, significant boundary changes were made to CCSs in Quebec when census divisions were restructured
to recognize the municipalités régionales de comté.

For 1976, the term ‘census consolidated subdivision’ was introduced. Prior to 1976, CCSs were referred to by the
term ‘reference code.’

Census division (CD)

Definition

Group of neighbouring municipalities joined together for the purposes of regional planning and managing common
services (such as police or ambulance services). These groupings are established under laws in effect in certain
provinces of Canada. Census division (CD) is the general term for provincially legislated areas (such as county,
municipalité régionale de comté and regional district) or their equivalents. In other provinces and the territories
where laws do not provide for such areas, Statistics Canada defines equivalent areas for statistical reporting
purposes in cooperation with these provinces and territories. Census divisions are intermediate geographic

areas between the province/territory level and the municipality (census subdivision).
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Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Remarks

Census divisions (CD) have been established in provincial law to facilitate regional planning, as well as the
provision of services that can be more effectively delivered on a scale larger than a municipality. In Newfoundland
and Labrador, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut, provincial or territorial
law does not provide for these administrative geographic areas. Therefore, Statistics Canada, in cooperation

with these provinces and territories, has created equivalent areas called CDs for the purpose of disseminating
statistical data. In Yukon, the CD is equivalent to the entire territory.

Next to provinces and territories, census divisions (CD) are the most stable administrative geographic areas,
and are therefore often used in longitudinal analysis.

Census division type

Census divisions are classified into 12 types according to official designations adopted by provincial or territorial
authorities. Two exceptions are ‘census division / division de recensement’ (CDR) and ‘territory / territoire’ (TER),
which are geographic areas created as equivalents by Statistics Canada, in cooperation with the provinces and
territories, for the purpose of disseminating statistical data.

Table 1.4 shows census division types, their abbreviated forms, and their distribution by province and territory.

Census division code

The census division (CD) code is a two-digit code that is based on the Standard Geographical Classification
(SGC). In order to uniquely identify each CD in Canada, the two-digit province/territory (PR) code must precede
the two-digit CD code. For example:

PR-CD code CD name
13 01 Saint John (N.B.)
24 01 Les lles-de-la-Madeleine (Que.)

Changes to census divisions for the 2016 Census
The following CDs have had name or type changes for the 2016 Census:

e (CD 24 59) Lajemmerais, MRC becomes Marguerite-D’Youville, MRC

¢ In New Brunswick, the boundary between Gloucester (CD (census division) 13 15) and Northumberland
(CD (census division) 13 09) was adjusted because Saumarez, P (Parish / Paroisse (municipalité de))
(CSD (census subdivision) 13 15 001) and Tracadie-Sheila, TV (Town / Ville) (CSD (census subdivision)
13 15 003) were amalgamated and parts of Saint-Isidore, P (Parish / Paroisse (municipalité de)) (CSD
(census subdivision) 13 15 021) and Alnwick, P (Parish / Paroisse (municipalité de)) (CSD (census
subdivision) 13 09 036) and Inkerman, P (Parish / Paroisse (municipalité de)) (CSD (census subdivision)
13 15 024) to form the incorporated municipality of Tracadie, RGM (Regional municipality) (CSD (census
subdivision) 13 15 002).

¢ In Manitoba, there were 3 census division boundary changes:

°  the boundary between Division No. 6 (CD (census division) 46 06) and Division No. 8 (CD (census
division) 46 08) was adjusted because Notre Dame de Lourdes, VL (Village) (CSD (census
subdivision) 46 08 033) and Somerset, VL (Village) (CSD (census subdivision) 46 04 006) and
Lorne, RM (Rural Municipality) (CSD (census subdivision) 46 04 063) were amalgamated to form
Lorne, MU (Municipality) (CSD (census subdivision) 46 04 064).

°  the boundary between Division No. 7 (CD (census division) 46 07) and Division No. 15 (CD
(census division) 46 15) was adjusted because Langford, RM (Rural Municipality) (CSD (census
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subdivision) 46 15 018) and North Cypress, RM (Rural Municipalty) (CSD (census subdivision)
46 07 065) were amalgamated to form North Cypress-Langford, MU (Municipality) (CSD (census
subdivision) 46 07 066).

°  the boundary between Division No. 2 (CD (census division) 46 02) and Division No. 3 (CD (census
division) 46 03) was adjusted because Franklin, RM (Rural Municipality) (CSD (census subdivision)
46 02 025) and Emerson, T (Town) (CSD (census subdivision) 46 03 033) were amalgamated to
form Emerson-Franklin, MU (Municipality) (CSD (census subdivision) 46 02 024).

The boundaries, names and codes of census divisions reflect those in effect on January 1, 2016, the geographic
reference date for the 2016 Census of Canada. Information about any CD changes that were effective on or before
the January 1, 2016 reference date must have been received by Statistics Canada prior to March 1, 2016, in order
to be processed in time for the census.

Refer to the related definitions of census subdivision (CSD) and Standard Geographical Classification (SGC).

Changes prior to the current census
The following CDs have had name or type changes for the 2011 Census:
e (CD 24 31) LAmiante, MRC became Les Appalaches, MRC
e (CD 24 40) Asbestos, MRC became Les Sources, MRC
¢ (CD 24 53) Le Bas-Richelieu, MRC became Pierre-De Saurel, MRC
e (CD 24 98) Minganie—Basse-Cé6te-Nord, CDR became Minganie—Le Golfe-du-Saint-Laurent, CDR
e (CD 35 10) Frontenac, MB became Frontenac, CTY.
In the Northwest Territories, the CDs have been restructured, increasing in number from two to six. The naming
convention of CDs in the Northwest Territories is now:
e (CD6101)Region 1, REG
e (CD 61 02) Region 2, REG
e (CD 61 03) Region 3, REG
e (CD 61 04) Region 4, REG
e (CD 61 05) Region 5, REG
e (CD 61 06) Region 6, REG.

Census metropolitan area (CMA) and census agglomeration (CA)

Definition

A census metropolitan area (CMA) or a census agglomeration (CA) is formed by one or more adjacent
municipalities centred on a population centre (known as the core). A CMA must have a total population of at

least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more must live in the core based on adjusted data from the previous Census of
Population Program. A CA must have a core population of at least 10,000 also based on data from the previous
Census of Population Program. To be included in the CMA or CA, other adjacent municipalities must have a high
degree of integration with the core, as measured by commuting flows derived from data on place of work from the
previous Census Program.

If the population of the core of a CA falls below 10,000, the CA is retired from the next census. However, once an
area becomes a CMA, it is retained as a CMA even if its total population declines below 100,000 or the population
of its core falls below 50,000. All areas inside the CMA or CA that are not population centres are rural areas.

When a CA has a core of at least 50,000, based on data from the previous Census of Population, it is subdivided
into census tracts. Census tracts are maintained for the CA even if the population of the core subsequently falls
below 50,000. All CMAs are subdivided into census tracts.
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Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961, 1956, 1951, 1941

Remarks

The terms ‘population centre,’ ‘core,’ ‘fringe’ and ‘rural area’ replace the terms ‘urban area,’ ‘urban core,’ ‘urban
fringe’ and ‘rural fringe’ since the 2011 Census.

The type of population centre is determined by the relationship between the population centre and the structure of
the census metropolitan areas (CMAs) or census agglomerations (CAs). Possible types within a CMA or CA are as
follows: core, secondary core, fringe and rural area.

Cores

A census metropolitan area (CMA) or a census agglomeration (CA) can have more than one core. The boundaries
and population data for the cores that are used to delineate CMAs and CAs are taken from the previous census.
Moreover, the core of a CMA must have a population of at least 50,000 and the core of a CA must have a
population of at least 10,000. In all other cases where a CMA or a CA has more than one core, the additional
cores are called fringes if they are in the same municipality (census subdivision), or secondary cores if they are

in another municipality. In both cases, the population exceeds 10,000. If the previous census population count of
a population centre does not exceed 10,000, it is also called a fringe. Also, when a CA is merged with a CMA, the
core of the former CA also becomes a secondary core of that CMA. If the population of a fringe exceeds 10,000,
and it is not in the same municipality as an existing core, it becomes a secondary core of the CMA or CA in which
it exists.

Delineation rules for CMAs and CAs

A CMA or CAis delineated using adjacent municipalities (census subdivisions) as building blocks. These census
subdivisions (CSDs) are included in the CMA or CA if they meet at least one of the following rules. The rules are
ranked in order of priority. A CSD obeying the rules for two or more CMAs or CAs is included in the one for which
it has the highest ranked rule. If the CSD meets rules that have the same rank, the decision is based on the
population or the number of commuters (journey to work) involved. A CMA or CA is delineated to ensure spatial
contiguity.

1. Delineation core rule: The CSD falls completely or partly (at least 50% of its population) inside the core.

For the purposes of CMA and CA delineation, a delineation core composed of one or more CSDs is created.

For a CSD to be included in the primary or secondary delineation core, at least 50% of its population must reside
in the core. In Figure 1.6, CSD A is part of the delineation core since its entire population resides in the core.
CSD B is also part of the delineation core because at least 50% of its population resides in the core. The core
hole, i.e., CSD K, is not considered to be included in the delineation core and will therefore be available for other
delineation rules described below.

2. Forward commuting flow rule: Given a minimum of 100 commuters, at least 50% of the employed labour
force living in the CSD works in the delineation core, as determined by the previous rule. See the addition of the
CSD C in the Figure 1.7. These counts are established based on responses to the place of work question from
the previous Census Program (see note below).

Note: To delineate the CMAs and CAs, the data on place of work are taken from the Census Program.
Commuting, i.e., the journey to work, comprises four categories: at home; outside Canada; no fixed workplace
address and usual place of work. The calculation of the employed labour force excludes the category of no fixed
workplace address. Moreover, all calculations of commuting flows exclude data on no fixed workplace address.

3. Reverse commuting flow rule: Given a minimum of 100 commuters, at least 50%* of the employed labour
force working in the CSD lives in the delineation core as determined from commuting data based on the place

of work question from the previous Census Program. In Figure 1.8, at least 50%* of the employed labour force
working in CSD D lives in the CSDs A and B (see note for rule 2).

*In 2011, the percentage was set at 25%.

. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 98-301-X2016001 75



Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016 Geography

4. Spatial contiguity rule: Where necessary to eliminate holes, CSDs that do not meet a commuting flow
threshold may be included in a CMA or CA, and CSDs that do meet a commuting flow threshold may be excluded
from a CMA or CA.

Two situations can lead to the inclusion or exclusion of a CSD in a CMA or CA for reasons of spatial contiguity.
Specifically, these are:

Outlier — A CSD (E in Figure 1.9) with sufficient commuting flows (either forward or reverse) is enclosed by a CSD
(F in Figure 1.9) with insufficient commuting flows, but which is adjacent to the CMA or CA. When this situation
arises, the CSDs within and including the enclosing CSD are grouped to create a minimum CSD set (E + F).

The total commuting flows for the minimum CSD set are then considered for inclusion in the CMA or CA. If the
minimum CSD set has sufficient commuting flows (either forward or reverse) and the total minimum of commuters
is at least 100, then all of its CSDs are included in the CMA or CA.

Hole — A CSD (G in Figure 1.9) with insufficient commuting flows (either forward or reverse) is enclosed by a CSD
(H in Figure 1.9) with sufficient commuting flows, and which is adjacent to the CMA or CA. When this situation
arises, the CSDs within and including the enclosing CSD are grouped to create a minimum CSD set (G + H).

The total commuting flows for the minimum CSD set are then considered for inclusion in the CMA or CA. If the
minimum CSD set has sufficient commuting flows (either forward or reverse) and the total minimum of commuters
is at least 100, then all of its CSDs are included in the CMA or CA.

5. Historical comparability rule: To maintain historical comparability for CMAs and larger CAs (those with
census tracts in the previous census), CSDs are retained in the CMA or CA under this rule for one census even

if their commuting fall below the minimum commuting flow thresholds (rules 2, 3 or 4). Users should be forewarned
that a CSD can be excluded from a CMA or from a larger CA at the next census or the next delineation. See
Figure 1.10 for the addition of the CSD |I.

An exception to the historical comparability rule is made in cases where CSDs have undergone changes to their
boundaries, such as annexations. To determine whether to keep or exclude a CSD, place of work data are re-
tabulated for the CSD with boundary changes, and a decision to include or exclude the CSD is made according
to the previous rules.

6. Manual adjustments: A CMA or CA represents an area that is economically and socially integrated. However,
there are certain limitations to the extent by which this ideal can be met. Since the CSDs that are used as building
blocks in CMA and CA delineation are administrative units, their boundaries do not always match other statistical
units (i.e., population centre cores). There can be situations where the application of the above rules creates
undesirable outcomes, or where the rules cannot be easily applied. In these circumstances, a manual override

is sometimes applied to ensure that the integrity of the program is retained.

For example, when the CSD is partially inside the core and, based on data from the previous Census of
Population, less than 50% of its population resides in the core and it does not meet any of the other delineation
rules (rules 1, 2, 3 or 4). In Figure 1.16, CSDs A and B are included in the CMA under the delineation core rule,
while CSD J is retained under the manual adjustment rule (core).

Another example of manual adjustment of a core hole, which refers to a CSD that does not qualify for any
delineation rule (rules 1, 2, 3 or 4) that is located inside another CSD that does qualify under the delineation
core rule (rule 1). In these situations, core holes are included in the CMA or CA to maintain spatial contiguity.
In Figure 1.16, CSDs A and B are included in the CMA under the delineation core rule, while CSD K is retained
under the manual adjustment rule (core hole).

Thus, in Figure 1.16, CSDs A and B are included in the CMA under the delineation core rule, while CSDs J and K
are both part of the manual adjustment rule, specifically under the core and core hole criteria respectively.

Finally, the CSDs that consist of several parts or that contain holes also influence application of the manual
adjustment rule. An example of this situation can be found in Miramichi CA (New Brunswick), where the CSD
of Red Bank 4, IRI, which is in two parts, is included to maintain spatial contiguity. See CSD L, in two parts,
in Figure 1.16.
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7. Merging adjacent CMAs and CAs and secondary core rule: A CA adjacent to a CMA can be merged with
the CMA if the total percentage commuting (journey to work) interchange between the CA and CMA is equal to at
least 35% of the employed labour force living in the CA, based on place of work data from the previous Census
Program. The total percentage commuting interchange is the sum of the commuting flow in both directions
between the CMA and the CA as a percentage of the labour force living in the CA (i.e., resident employed labour
force, excluding the no fixed workplace address category).

Total resident employed labour force ES Total resident employed labour force
living in the CA and working in the CMA living in the CMA and working in the CA X 100%
Resident employed labour force of the CA

If more than one CA is adjacent to the same CMA, each CA is assessed separately with the CMA. Several CAs
may be merged with one CMA. If the total percentage commuting interchange is less than 35%, the CMA and
CA are not merged. After a CA is merged with a CMA, the core of the former CA is called the secondary core of
the CMA. See Figure 1.11.

Naming convention for CMAs and CAs

Prior to May 25, 2009, the convention for the naming of a CMA or CA was based on the name of the principal
population centre or largest city at the time the CMA or CA was first formed. This standard had been used since
the 1971 Census. Through the years, the CMA and CA names have remained stable. The most important changes
resulted from name changes to the census subdivisions (resulting from municipal dissolutions, incorporations and
name changes).

Guidelines for CMA name change requests

The key revision to the convention is the establishment of ‘Guidelines for CMA name change requests’
as published in Preliminary 2011 Census Metropolitan and Census Agglomeration Delineation (Catalogue
no. 92F0138M). Below are the guidelines for requesting a change:

1. CMA names can consist of up to three legislated municipal names of eligible census subdivisions (CSDs)
that are components of the CMA. However, the number of name elements in any new CMA name request
is limited to five. If any of the eligible CSD names are already hyphenated or compound, the number of
CSD names will be limited to two or one if the number of name elements exceeds five.

2. The eligible municipal names include the historic central municipality name and the two component CSDs
with the largest population, and having a population of at least 10,000, according to the last census.

3. The ordering of the municipal names within the CMA name is determined by the historic (central)
municipality and the population size of the eligible CSDs. The first component of the CMA name is always
the historic (central) CSD even if its census population count is less than the other eligible component
CSDs. This ensures that CMA names retain a measure of stability for better longitudinal recognition.

The second and third place name order is determined by population size. The component CSD with the
higher census population count at the time of the name change assumes the second position and the next
largest component CSD, the third position.

4. In order for a requested CMA name change to be implemented, there must be explicit consensus among
all eligible component municipalities on a proposed new name and a formal request, in accordance with
these guidelines, must be sent to the Director of the Statistical Registers and Geography Division at
Statistics Canada by June 1 of the year prior to the census. The CMA name change will be implemented
in the revision of the Standard Geographical Classification related to the census under consideration.

5. Statistics Canada will continue to change CMA names whenever the legislated name of a municipality
changes. Any other request for a name change will only be considered within the context of these
guidelines.
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CMA/CA coding structure

Each CMA and CAis assigned a three-digit code that identifies it uniquely in Canada. The first digit is the same
as the second digit of the province code in which the CMA or CA is located. If a CMA or CA spans a provincial
boundary, then the province code assigned represents the province with the greater proportion of core population.
Codes for CAs in Yukon and the Northwest Territories begin with the same digit as for those CMAs or CAs located
in British Columbia. There are currently no CMAs or CAs in Nunavut.

CMA/CA code CMA/CA name

001 St. John's CMA (N.L.)
215 Truro CA (N.S.)

462 Montréal CMA (Que.)
995 Yellowknife CA (N.W.T.)

If data for provincial parts are required, it is recommended that the two-digit province/territory (PR) code precede
the CMA/CA code for those CMAs/CAs that cross provincial boundaries. For example:

PR-CMA/CA code CMA/CA name

24 505 Ottawa - Gatineau CMA (Quebec part)
35505 Ottawa - Gatineau CMA (Ontario part)
47 840 Lloydminster CA (Saskatchewan part)
48 840 Lloydminster CA (Alberta part)

Table 1.1 shows the number of census metropolitan areas and census agglomerations by province and territory.

Changes to the number of CMAs and CAs for the 2016 Census

Some CAs may change type between censuses. For the 2016 Census, Belleville (Ont.) and Lethbridge (Alta.),
which were both a CAin 2011, became CMAs, while Grande Prairie (Alta.) and Wood Buffalo (Alta.) are now
subdivided into census tracts because their core population was at least 50,000 in 2011.

Eight new CAs were created: Gander (N.L.), Sainte-Marie (Que.), Arnprior (Ont.), Carleton Place (Ont.), Wasaga
Beach (Ont.), Winkler (Man.), Weyburn (Sask.) and Nelson (B.C.).

The CAs of Amos (Que.) and Temiskaming Shores (Ont.) were retired because the population of their cores
dropped below 10,000 in 2011.

Data quality

CMAs and CAs are statistically comparable because they are delineated in the same way across Canada.
They differ from other areas such as trading or marketing areas, or regional planning areas designated by
regional authorities for planning and other purposes, and should be used with caution for non-statistical purposes.

The CSD limits used in CMA and CA delineation are those in effect on January 1, 2016 (the geographic reference
date for the 2016 Census) and received by Statistics Canada before March 1, 2016. In addition, CMA and CA
delineation uses commuting (journey to work) data based on the place of work question asked in the previous
Census Program.

Refer to the related definitions of population centre (POPCTR); core, fringe and rural area; census subdivision
(CSD).
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Changes prior to the current census

2011

2006

2001

1996

1986

In 2011, the CMA of Abbotsford became Abbotsford—Mission (B.C.) and the CMA of Kitchener became
Kitchener—Cambridge—Waterloo (Ont.).

Five new CAs were created: Steinbach (Man.), High River (Alta.), Strathmore (Alta.), Sylvan Lake (Alta.)
and Lacombe (Alta.).

The CAs of La Tuque (Que.) and Kitimat (B.C.) were retired because the population of their cores dropped
below 10,000 in 2006.

The terms ‘population centre,’ ‘core,” ‘fringe’ and ‘rural area’ replace the terms ‘urban area,’ ‘urban core,’
‘urban fringe’ and ‘rural fringe’ for the 2011 Census.

For 2006, CAs were no longer required to have an urban core population of 100,000 to be promoted to the
status of a CMA. Instead, CAs assumed the status of a CMA if they had attained a total population of at
least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more lived in the urban core.

Prior to the 2011 Census, CMA and CA delineation used commuting data based on the place of work
question asked in the decennial census. The 2006 CMAs and CAs are based on the population and place
of work data from the 2001 Census while the 2001 and 1996 CMAs and CAs are based on population and
place of work data from the 1991 Census.

For 2001, CAs were required to have an urban core population of at least 100,000 to be changed to the
status of a CMA.

For 2001, consolidated CMAs were no longer defined for dissemination purposes. As a result, primary
CMAs and primary CAs were also not defined. However, the consolidation rule was retained and
incorporated into the CMA delineation methodology. There was no substantive change to the methodology
for defining CMAs and no change to the limits of CMAs resulting from this rule change.

Prior to 2001, adjacent CMAs and CAs that had sufficient commuting interchange (35% or more) and
were merged were identified by the terms ‘primary census metropolitan area (PCMA) and ‘primary census
agglomeration (PCA).’ The terms ‘consolidated census metropolitan area (CCMA)’ and ‘consolidated
census agglomeration (CCA)’ described the sum of the component CMAs and CAs. Census data were
disseminated for these areas. These terms were not used for the standard dissemination program

for 2001.

Six of 27 CMAs were affected significantly as a result of municipal restructuring: Halifax (N.S.), Ottawa -
Hull (Ont./Que.), Kingston (Ont.), Greater Sudbury (Ont.), London (Ont.) and Windsor (Ont.).

Two changes to CMA/CA delineation rules were implemented to preserve data comparability over time.
CMAs could be consolidated with CAs, but they could not be consolidated with other CMAs. A primary
census agglomeration (PCA) could not be retired from a consolidated CMA or CA (with census tracts at
the previous census) even if its total commuting interchange percentage dropped below the consolidation
threshold of 35%. Exceptions to this rule could occur due to changes in the physical structure of the urban
areas used to determine the urban cores.

Minimum sets of CSDs were used instead of the census consolidated subdivisions (CCSs) for evaluation
in the spatial contiguity rule. Refer to the spatial contiguity rule (rule 4).

Introduction of the consolidated and primary CMA and CA concept.
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1981

1976

1971

1966

1961

1956

1951

1941

The forward commuting threshold was raised from 40% to 50% to control for differences in processing of
the place of work data between 1971 and 1981.

Introduction of the minimum of 100 commuters for forward and reverse commuting for both CMAs and
CAs. Single CSD (component) CAs were permitted.

Commuting data based on the place of work question of the previous decennial census were used for
the first time to delineate CAs. For both CMAs and CAs, the forward commuting threshold was 40% and
the reverse commuting threshold was 25%.

The minimum urbanized core population for CAs was raised from 2,000 to 10,000.

CAs were eligible for census tracts if they had a CSD with a population of at least 50,000 at the time of
the previous census. Single CSD (component) CAs could be created for subdivision into census tracts.

Commuting data based on the place of work question of the previous decennial census were used for
the first time to delineate CMAs. The forward commuting threshold was 40% and the reverse commuting
threshold was 25% for the CMAs.

For CAs, see 1971.

CMAs were defined as main labour market areas, but were delineated according to alternate criteria
based on the labour force composition, population growth rate and accessibility. At this time, the CMA of
Saint John, N.B. was ‘grandfathered.’

CAs were comprised of at least two adjacent municipal entities. These entities had to be at least partly
urban and belong to an urbanized core having a population of at least 2,000. The urbanized core included
a largest city and a remainder, each with a population of at least 1,000, and had a population density of at
least 1,000 per square mile (386 people per square kilometre).

See 1961.

CMAs were delineated around cities with a population of at least 50,000, if the population density and
labour force composition criteria were met, and the total CMA population was at least 100,000.

CAs were called major urban areas; see 1951.

See 1951.

The term ‘census metropolitan area’ appeared for the first time. This term designated cities of over 50,000
having fringe municipalities in close geographic, economic and social relations, the whole constituting a
unit of over 100,000.

The concept of ‘major urban areas,’ the forerunners to CAs, was introduced. The term designated urban
areas in which the largest city had a population of at least 25,000 and fewer than 50,000.

Data were published for ‘greater cities,’ i.e., those cities which have well-defined satellite communities in
close economic relationship to them.

80

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 98-301-X2016001



Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016 Geography

Census subdivision — previous census

Definition

‘Census subdivision — previous census’ refers to the census subdivisions as of January 1, 2011, the geographic
reference date for the 2011 Census. A ‘best fit’ linkage is established between dissemination blocks for

the 2016 Census and census subdivisions (municipalities) for the 2011 Census. This linkage ensures that

data from the current census can be tabulated for the census subdivisions from the previous census.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001

Remarks

The boundaries and names of census subdivisions (municipalities) can change from one census to the next
because of annexations, dissolutions and incorporations. These changes can result in fewer, larger census
subdivisions and historical data analyses becoming more complex. The concept of ‘census subdivision — previous
census’ was established to provide a means of tabulating current census data according to census subdivisions
as they were delineated for the previous census.

Census data are tabulated for each standard geographic area by aggregating the data for individual dissemination
blocks. Dissemination blocks respect the boundaries of census subdivisions for the current census (2016 Census),
but do not necessarily respect the boundaries of census subdivisions for the previous census (2011 Census).

In order to facilitate the tabulation of 2016 Census data for the census subdivisions (CSDs) as they existed for

the 2011 Census, the 2016 dissemination block representative points are overlaid onto the previous census

CSD boundaries. The goal is to ensure that at least one dissemination block is linked to each previous census
CSD. In a few cases, there is not an exact match — that is, some dissemination blocks straddle two or more CSDs
from the previous census, but can only be linked to one CSD. For these cases, a ‘best fit' approach is used to
ensure that the representative point for at least one dissemination block is linked to every previous census CSD.
Thus, reasonably accurate tabulations of 2016 Census data can be produced for the census subdivisions as of
January 1, 2011, the geographic reference date for the 2011 Census.

Refer to the related definitions of census subdivision (CSD); dissemination block (DB); geographic reference date
and representative point.

Changes prior to the current census

Not applicable

Census subdivision (CSD)

Definition

Census subdivision (CSD) is the general term for municipalities (as determined by provincial/territorial legislation)
or areas treated as municipal equivalents for statistical purposes (e.g., Indian reserves, Indian settlements and
unorganized territories). Municipal status is defined by laws in effect in each province and territory in Canada.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 20086, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Remarks

Census subdivision type

Census subdivisions (CSDs) are classified into 53 types according to official designations adopted by provincial/
territorial or federal authorities. Two exceptions are ‘subdivision of unorganized’ (SNO) in Newfoundland and
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Labrador, and ‘subdivision of county municipality’ (SC) in Nova Scotia, which are geographic areas created
as equivalents for municipalities by Statistics Canada, in cooperation with those provinces, for the purpose of
disseminating statistical data.

The census subdivision type accompanies the census subdivision name in order to distinguish CSDs from each
other, for example, Balmoral, VL (for the village of Balmoral) and Balmoral, P (for the parish / paroisse (municipalité
de) of Balmoral).

Table 1.5 shows CSD types, their abbreviated forms, and their distribution by province and territory.

Census subdivision types associated with ‘on reserve’ population

On reserve population is a derived census variable that is captured by using the census subdivision (CSD) type
according to criteria established by Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC; formerly Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Development Canada [AANDC]). On reserve population includes people living in any of the six CSD
types legally affiliated with First Nations or Indian bands (described below).

The following census subdivision types are based on the legal definition of communities affiliated with First Nations
or Indian bands.

1. Indian reserve (IRI) — A tract of federally owned land with specific boundaries that is set apart for the
use and benefit of an Indian band and that is governed by Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada
(INAC). Statistics Canada only recognizes the subset of Indian reserves that are populated (or potentially
populated) as census subdivisions. For 2016, of the more than 3,200 Indian reserves across Canada,
there are 949 Indian reserves classified as CSDs (including the 9 reserves added for 2016). Statistics
Canada works closely with INAC to identify those reserves to be added as CSDs.

2. Indian settlement (S-E) — A place where a self-contained group of at least 10 Indian (Aboriginal) persons
resides more or less permanently. It is usually located on Crown lands under federal or provincial/territorial
jurisdiction. Indian settlements have no official limits and have not been set apart for the use and benefit
of an Indian band as is the case with Indian reserves. Statistics Canada relies on INAC to identify Indian
settlements to be recognized as census subdivisions, and their inclusion must be with the agreement
of the provincial or territorial authorities. An arbitrary boundary is delineated to represent each Indian
settlement as a census subdivision. (Exclusions: Champagne Landing 10, Klukshu, Two Mile and Two
and One-Half Mile Village and Kloo Lake which have CSD type S-E are excluded from this tabulation.)

3. Indian government district (IGD) — Sechelt reserve lands in British Columbia. The Sechelt Indian
Band Self-Government Act is a transfer by Her Majesty in right of Canada to the Sechelt Band in all
Sechelt reserve lands, recognizing that the Sechelt Band would assume complete responsibility for the
management, administration and control of all Sechelt lands. The Sechelt Indian Government District
Enabling Act (British Columbia) recognizes the district Council as the governing body of the Sechelt Indian
Government District. The district Council may enact laws or by-laws that a municipality has power to enact
under an act of the province.

4. Terres réservées aux Cris (TC) — Parcels of land in Quebec set aside for the permanent residence of Cree
First Nations of Quebec. Terres réservées aux Cris are adjacent to villages cris. The area of a village cri is
set aside for the use of Cree bands, but members of Cree bands are not permanently residing there. Note
that a village cri and its adjacent terre réservée aux Cris can have the same name, e.g., the village cri of
Waswanipi and the terre reservée aux Cris of Waswanipi.

5. Terres réservées aux Naskapis (TK) — Parcels of land in Quebec set aside for the permanent residence of
Naskapi First Nations of Quebec. Terres réservées aux Naskapis are adjacent to village Naskapi. The lone
area of village Naskapi is set aside for the use of the Naskapi band, although its members do not reside
there permanently.

6. Nisga’aland (NL) — Part of the territory whose title has been transferred to the Nisga’a Nation by the
Final Land Claims Agreement of 1998 between the Nisga’a Nation, the Government of Canada and the
Government of British Columbia. Together with the four Nisga’a villages (NVL), this territory makes up the
Nisga’a Lands defined by the land claims agreement.

. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Census subdivision code

The census subdivision (CSD) code is a three-digit code that is based on the Standard Geographical Classification
(SGC). In order to uniquely identify each CSD in Canada, the two-digit province/territory (PR) code and the two-
digit census division (CD) code must precede the CSD code. For example:

PR-CD-CSD code CSD name and type

12 06 008 Mahone Bay, T (N.S.)
35 06 008 Ottawa, CV (Ont.)

There are two municipalities in Canada that straddle provincial limits: Flin Flon (Manitoba and Saskatchewan)
and Lloydminster (Saskatchewan and Alberta). Each of their provincial parts is treated as a separate CSD.
Indian reserves are also treated as separate CSDs when they straddle provincial limits.

Changes to census subdivisions for the 2016 Census
Noteworthy municipal restructuring occurred in Manitoba, with 107 dissolutions and 47 incorporations.

The following reserve CSDs were deleted because they are not to be populated.

e Ocean Man 69B (4701811), Chief Joseph Custer (4715846), Potato River 156A (4718810), Fond du Lac
229 (4718833), Fond du Lac 232 (4718846), Fond du Lac 231 (4718847) in Saskatchewan

e Charles Lake 225 (4816855), Fort McKay 174 (4816856), Namur River 174A (4816857), Namur Lake
174B (4816858), Kapawe'no First Nation (Halcro 150C) (4817852), Kapawe'no First Nation (Grouard 230)
(4817858) in Alberta

e Klahkowit 5 (5933830), Alexis Creek 24 (5941819), Alexis Creek 25 (5941820), Alexis Creek 17
(5941842), Seymour Meadows 19 (5941843), Toby’s Meadow 4 (5941846), Alexis Creek 6 (5941847),
Tatelkus Lake 28 (5941865), Kluachon Lake 1 (5949830) in British Columbia

The boundaries, names, codes and statuses of census subdivisions reflect those in effect on January 1, 2016,
the geographic reference date for the 2016 Census of Canada. Information about any CSD changes that were
effective on or before the January 1, 2016 reference date must have been received by Statistics Canada prior to
March 1, 2016, in order to be processed in time for the census.

Refer to the related definition of Standard Geographical Classification (SGC) and to the 2016 Standard
Geographical Classification (SGC), Volume | (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/sgc/2016/index)
(Catalogue no. 12-571-X) for summaries of the intercensal census subdivision changes to codes, names and
statuses.

Changes prior to the current census

British Columbia: The following reserve and settlement CSDs were combined in order to provide more
meaningful statistics.

«  Alert Bay 1 (5943801) and Alert Bay 1A (5943802) to Alert Bay (5943837)

e Alexandria 1 (5941815), Alexandria 1A (5941870), Alexandria 3 (5941816) and Alexandria 3A (5941814)
to Alexandria (5941882)

* Anahim’s Meadow 2 (5941822) and Anahim’s Meadow 2A (5941823) to Anahim’s Meadow (5941883)
e Chuchhriaschin 5 (5933816) and Chuchhriaschin 5A (5933822) to Chuchhriaschin (5933810)

e Cowichan 1 (5919807) and Cowichan 9 (5919806) to Cowichan (5919822)

e Garden 2 (5941830) and Garden 2A (5941832) to Garden (5941884)

¢ Halhalaeden 14 (5933818) and Halhalaeden 14A (5933815) to Halhalaeden (5933813)

¢ Inkluckcheen 21 (5933820) and Inkluckcheen 21B (5933894) to Inkluckcheen (5933833)

e Kanaka Bar 1A (5933826) and Kanaka Bar 2 (5933827) to Kanaka Bar (5933882)

Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 98-301-X2016001 83


http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/sgc/2016/index
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/sgc/2016/index
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/standard/sgc/2016/index

Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016 Geography

e Little Springs 8 (5941874) and Little Springs 18 (5941875) to Little Springs (5941885)

e Mount Currie 1 (5931803), Mount Currie 2 (5931811), Mount Currie 6 (5931838), Mount Currie 8
(5931837) and Mount Currie 10 (5931804 ) to Mount Currie (5931843)

¢ Nanaimo River 2 (5921802), Nanaimo River 3 (5921801) and Nanaimo River 4 (5921803) to
Nanaimo River (5921807)

¢ Nequatque 1 (5931805), Nequatque 2 (5931840) and Nequatque 3A (5931810) to Nequatque (5931844)
¢ Neskonlith 1 (Neskainlith 1) (5933883) and Neskonlith 2 (5933885) to Neskonlith (5933838)

¢ North Tacla Lake 7 (5951812) and North Tacla Lake 7A (5951841) to North Tacla Lake (5951848)
e Sachteen 2 (5909855) and Sachteen 2A (5909860) to Sachteen (5909883)

e Siska Flat 3 (5933860) and Siska Flat 8 (5933864) to Siska Flat (5933849)

e Skowkale 10 (5909822) and Skowkale 11 (5909823) to Skowkale (5909884)

e Spences Bridge 4 (5933867) and Spences Bridge 4C (5933871) to Spences Bridge (5933881)

e Squiaala 7 (5909828) and Squiaala 8 (5909829) to Squiaala (5909885)

e Switsemalph 6 (5939809) and Switsemalph 7 (5939810) to Switsemalph (5939811)

e Telegraph Creek 6 (5949826) and Telegraph Creek 6A (5949827) to Telegraph Creek (5949847)
e T'Sou-ke 1 (Sooke 1) (5917817) and T'Sou-ke 2 (Sooke 2) (5917818) to T'Sou-ke (5917819)

e Aiyansh (Kitladamas) 1, NVL (5949836); Gingolx, NVL (5949842); Gitwinksihlkw, NVL (5949838);
Laxgalts’ap, NVL (5949840) and New Aiyansh, NVL (5949834) to Nisga’a, NL (5949035).

Census tract (CT)

Definition

Census tracts (CTs) are small, relatively stable geographic areas that usually have a population of less than
10,000 persons, based on data from the previous Census of Population Program. They are located in census
metropolitan areas and in census agglomerations that had a core population of 50,000 or more in the previous
census.

A committee of local specialists (for example, planners, health and social workers, and educators) initially
delineates census tracts in conjunction with Statistics Canada. Once a census metropolitan area (CMA) or census
agglomeration (CA) has been subdivided into census tracts, the census tracts are maintained even if the core
population subsequently declines below 50,000.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961, 1956, 1951, 1941

Remarks

Rules are used to delineate census tracts. The initial delineation rules are ranked in the order of the following
priorities:

1. Census tract (CT) boundaries must follow permanent and easily recognizable physical features. However,
street extensions, utility or transportation easements, property lines and former municipal limits may be
used as CT boundaries if physical features are not in close proximity or do not exist.

2. Forthe 2016 Census, CT boundaries must follow the boundaries of the Census subdivision types
associated with ‘on reserve’ population.

3. The population of a CT usually range between 2,500 and 10,000, with a preferred average of 5,000.
CTs on reserves, in the central business district, in major commercial and industrial zones, or in peripheral
areas can have populations outside this range.
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4. CTs should be as homogeneous as possible in terms of socioeconomic characteristics, such as similar
economic status and social living conditions at the time of its creation.

The shape of CTs should be as compact as possible.

6. CT boundaries respect census metropolitan area, census agglomeration and provincial boundaries,
but do not necessarily respect census subdivision (municipality) boundaries.

Changes to census tract boundaries are discouraged to ensure data comparability between censuses.
Boundary revisions rarely occur, and only when essential. Road construction, railroad abandonment, community
redevelopment, neighborhood growth and municipal annexations may contribute to changes in boundaries.

A census tract may be split into two or more new census tracts (usually when its population exceeds 10,000).
CT splits are usually done in a way that allows users to re-aggregate the splits to the original census tract for
historical comparison.

Naming convention for census tracts

Each census tract is assigned a seven-character numeric “name” (including leading zeros, decimal point and
trailing zeros). To uniquely identify each census tract in its corresponding census metropolitan area (CMA) or
tracted census agglomeration (CA), the three-digit CMA/CA code must precede the CT “name.” For example:

CMAI/CA code — CT name CMA/CA name

562 0005.00 Sarnia CA (Ont.)
933 0005.00 Vancouver CMA (B.C.)

Census tract naming is consistent from census to census to facilitate historical comparability.

When a census agglomeration enters the census tract program, the census subdivision (CSD) that gives the
CAits name is assigned the first CT “name,” starting at 0001.00. When all of the CTs in the first CSD are named,
then the CTs of the adjoining CSDs are named, and finally those on the periphery.

If a census tract is split into two or more parts due to a population increase, the number after the decimal
point identifies the splits. For example, CT 0042.00 becomes CT 0042.01 and CT 0042.02. If CT 0042.01 is
subsequently split, it becomes CT 0042.03 and CT 0042.04. Similarly, if CT 0042.02 is split after CT 0042.01,
it becomes CT 0042.05 and CT 0042.06. Any splits occurring after this would be numbered in a similar way,
with the next sequential number. This allows users to re-aggregate the splits to the original census tract.

Table 1.1 shows the number of census tracts by province and territory.

The nature of the census tract concept, along with the availability of a wide range of census data, makes census
tracts useful in many applications. These include:

* municipal and regional planning and research, such as the development, evaluation and revision of
official plans

¢ educational and research studies in high schools, community colleges and universities
e market research, such as identifying areas of opportunity and evaluating market or service potential
for housing, health, educational, recreational or retailing facilities.

Census tracts should be used with caution for non-statistical purposes.

Refer to the related definition of census metropolitan area (CMA) and census agglomeration (CA).

Changes prior to the current census

Beginning in 1996, census agglomerations were eligible for census tracts based on the population size of their
cores (50,000 or more at the previous census). This was a change from previous censuses, when census
agglomerations had to contain a municipality (census subdivision) with a population of 50,000 or more at the
previous census to be eligible for census tracts.
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From 1971 to 1991, a provincial census tract program existed. Provincial census tracts were similar in concept to
census tracts, but covered areas outside census metropolitan areas and census agglomerations. Taken together,
census tracts and provincial census tracts covered all of Canada.

In 1941 and 1946, census tracts were called ‘social areas.’

Core, fringe and rural area

Definition

The terms ‘core,’ ‘fringe’ and ‘rural area’ distinguish between population centres (POPCTR) and rural areas (RA)
within a census metropolitan area (CMA) or census agglomeration (CA).

A CMA or CA can have two types of cores: the core and the secondary core. The core is the population centre
(POPCTR) with the highest population, around which a CMA or a CA is delineated. The boundaries and population
counts of the population centres (core) used to delineate the CMAs or CAs are taken from the previous census.
The core must have a population of at least 50,000 persons in the case of a CMA, or at least 10,000 persons in
the case of a CA.

The secondary core is a population centre with at least 10,000 persons (based on the previous census) and
that is within a CMA or CA, but outside the main municipality (census subdivision) that contains the core.
The secondary core can also be the core of a CA that has been merged with an adjacent CMA.

The term ‘fringe’ is applied to all population centres (POPCTRs) within a CMA or CA that have less than
10,000 persons (based on the previous census) that are not contiguous to a core or a secondary core. In some
circumstances (POPCTRs) that have 10,000 or more persons (based on the previous census) are designated
‘fringe’. These are POPCTRs that exist inside census subdivisions (CSD) that are already contiguous with a
core or a secondary core. All territory within a CMA or CA that is not classified as a core or fringe is classified
as ‘rural area’.

Reported in
2016, 2011

Remarks

While every CMA and CA has a core, it may or may not have a secondary core, a fringe or a rural area.
See Figure 1.12.

Population counts for population centres are published according to the class of population centre, regardless
of whether they are inside or outside of a CMA or CA. Population centres are classified into one of three groups,
depending on the size of their population:

e small population centres, with a population between 1,000 and 29,999
* medium population centres, with a population between 30,000 and 99,999
e large urban population centres, with a population of 100,000 or more.

Refer to related definitions of census metropolitan area (CMA) and census agglomeration (CA); population centre
(POPCTR) and rural area (RA).

Changes prior to the current census

For the 2011 Census, the terms ‘core,’” ‘fringe’ and ‘rural area’ replace the terms ‘urban core,’ ‘urban fringe’ and
‘rural fringe.” These terms distinguish between population centres (POPCTRs) and rural areas (RAs) within a
census metropolitan area (CMA) or census agglomeration (CA).

Prior to 2011, the terms ‘urban core,’ ‘secondary urban core,’” ‘urban fringe’ and ‘rural fringe’ were used.
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Beginning in 2001, the concept of the secondary urban core was used to describe the urban core of a CA that
merged with an adjacent CMA.

Beginning in 1996, the term ‘urban core’ replaced the term ‘urbanized core.” The term ‘urbanized core’ was used
from 1971 to 1991.

Prior to 1996, this concept was known as CMA/CA parts.

Beginning in 1986, primary CMAs (PCMAs) and primary CAs (PCAs) were delineated within some CMAs and
CAs. Because of this change, some urban areas that were urban fringes of 1981 CMAs or CAs became urban
cores of 1986 PCMAs or PCAs.

For 1976 and 1971, the urbanized core was further broken down into the ‘largest city’ and ‘remainder.’

For 1966 and 1961, the urban part of the CMA was divided into the ‘metropolitan area — urban’ (continuous built-
up area) and the ‘metropolitan area — outside urban’ (non-continuous built-up area); the remaining rural part was
known as ‘metropolitan area — rural.’

Designated place (DPL)

Definition

Usually a small community that does not meet the criteria used to define municipalities or population centres
(areas with a population of at least 1,000 and a density of 400 persons per square kilometre). Designated places
are created by provinces and territories, in cooperation with Statistics Canada, to provide data for submunicipal
areas.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996

Remarks

The criteria that small communities or settlements must meet in order to become a designated place (DPL)
include:

e an area less than or equal to 10 square kilometres

e aboundary that respects the block structure from the previous census, where possible.

In cooperation with the provinces and territories, DPLs are updated, added or deleted once every five years in
accordance with the criteria that define them.

The areas recognized as DPLs may not represent all places having the same status within a province or territory.

Two new DPL types were added for 2016: Northern settlement (NS) in Saskatchewan, and Retired population
centres (RPC) in all provinces or territories, where applicable.

The 2011 population centres which no longer meet the criteria to be included in the 2016 population centre
program are considered for inclusion in the designated place program for 2016. Those retired population centres
that qualify to be part of the DPL program are assigned the retired population centre (RPC) DPL type. Due to the
rebasing of population centres for 2016, a total of 38 RPC-type DPLs were added.

New for 2016, designated places and population centre overlap is permitted.
Table 1.1 shows the number of designated places by province and territory.

Table 1.6 shows the types of designated places, their abbreviated forms and their distribution by province
and territory.
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Each designated place is assigned a four-digit code. In order to uniquely identify each DPL in Canada,
the two-digit province/territory (PR) code must precede the DPL code. For example:

PR code DPL code DPL name

12 0085 Masstown (N.S.)
13 0085 Saint-Pons (N.B.)
35 0085 McGregor Bay part B (Ont.)

Refer to the related definitions of census subdivision (CSD) and population centre (POPCTR).

Changes prior to the current census

For 2011, the term ‘population centre’ replaced the term ‘urban area.’

Although designated places (DPLs) were not intended to overlap population centre (POPCTR) boundaries in 2011,
there were some exceptions. For example,

e the DPL of Cowichan 1 (DPL 59 0321) in British Columbia overlapped the POPCTR of Duncan
(POPCTR 0243). In an effort to minimize data suppression for this area, this DPL still represents a
formerly discontiguous Aboriginal community which had been combined to form a single discontiguous
census subdivision (CSD).

Prior to the 2016 Census, a retired population centre may have been eligible to become a DPL, however, they
were assigned a DPL type that was valid within the affected province or territory since the DPL type retired
population centre (RPC) did not exist.

In 2011, designated places were no longer required to respect census subdivision boundaries.
In 2006, the criteria that small communities were required to respect in order to become a DPL included:

* a minimum population of 100 and a maximum population of 1,000. The maximum population limit may
have been exceeded provided that the population density was less than 400 persons per square kilometre,
which was the population density that defined an urban area

* a population density of 150 persons or more per square kilometre
e an area less than or equal to 10 square kilometres
¢ aboundary that respected the block structure from the previous census, where possible

e aboundary that respected census subdivision (CSD) limits.

The final two criteria were new for 2006, the last of which was established to eliminate the need to maintain DPL
parts. To ensure that DPLs created in 2001 or earlier respected 2006 CSD boundaries, DPLs straddling CSD
boundaries were split to create independent DPLs. To maintain historical comparability and ease the transition into
this new criteria, each new independent DPL kept its existing name, with ‘part’ added to it, such as part A, part B,
and was assigned its own unique code.

In 2001 and earlier, designated places were not required to respect census subdivision (CSD) boundaries. As a
result, a number of DPLs straddled two or more CSDs. To identify these DPLs and the CSDs that they straddled,
the seven-digit SGC code (PR-CD-CSD) had to precede the DPL code. The DPL part flag identified the number
of parts the DPL was divided into as a result of straddling CSDs.

In 1996, Statistics Canada introduced the concept of designated places as a new geographic area for data
dissemination to respond to the increasing demand for population counts and census data according to
‘submunicipal’ or unincorporated areas. The concept generally applied to small communities for which there
may have been some level of legislation, but they fell below the criteria established for municipal status.

Between 1981 and 1991, Statistics Canada had facilitated the retrieval of census data by delineating these
submunicipal areas at the enumeration area level only. The number of areas delineated expanded from fewer
than 50 northern communities in Manitoba in 1981, to more than 800 areas across Canada by 1996.
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Dissemination area (DA)
Definition

A dissemination area (DA) is a small, relatively stable geographic unit composed of one or more adjacent
dissemination blocks with an average population of 400 to 700 persons based on data from the previous Census
of Population Program. It is the smallest standard geographic area for which all census data are disseminated.
DAs cover all the territory of Canada.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001

Remarks

For 2016, dissemination area (DA) boundary updates were undertaken where census tract and census subdivision
boundaries were modified. In addition, a limited number of user-defined DA updates were completed.

Dissemination area rules

Dissemination areas respect several delineation criteria designed to maximize their usefulness for data analysis
and to meet operational constraints.

1. Dissemination area (DA) boundaries respect the boundaries of census subdivisions and census tracts.
DAs therefore remain stable over time, to the extent that census subdivisions and census tracts do.

2. Dissemination area boundaries follow roads. DA boundaries may follow other features (such as railways,
water features, power transmission lines), where these features form part of the boundaries of census
subdivisions or census tracts.

3. Dissemination areas are uniform in terms of population size, which is usually targeted from 400 to
700 persons to avoid data suppression. DAs with lower population counts (including zero population)
may result in order to respect the boundaries of census subdivisions and census tracts. DAs with higher
population counts may also result.

4. Dissemination areas are delineated based on the block population counts from the previous census due
to operational constraints.

5. Dissemination areas are compact in shape, to the extent possible while respecting the above criteria.

Dissemination area codes

Each dissemination area (DA) is assigned a four-digit code. In order to uniquely identify each DA in Canada,
the two-digit province/territory (PR) code and the two-digit census division (CD) code must precede the DA code.
For example:

PR-CD-DA code Description
12 09 0103 Province 12: Nova Scotia
CD 09: Halifax
DA 0103
59 09 0103 Province 59: British Columbia
CD 09: Fraser Valley
DA 0103

When dissemination areas were first created, geographic proximity was embedded in the DA code by assigning
DA codes in a serpentine manner within each census division. As DAs evolve, this coding structure cannot be
maintained. Therefore, DA codes can no longer ensure geographic proximity.

Table 1.1 shows the number of dissemination areas by province and territory.
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Refer to the related definitions of census subdivision (CSD); census tract (CT) and dissemination block (DB).

Changes prior to the current census

Previous to 2016, the number of dissemination blocks that were included in a dissemination area was limited to
99 due to operational constraints. This is no longer a constraint for the 2016 Census.

For 2011, dissemination areas (DAs) were defined as needed, rather than being completely re-delineated.

This was to help ensure the comparability of data with previous censuses. To do this, planners located in areas
with census tracts were surveyed for their input regarding the delineation of DAs that experienced high population
growth between the 2001 and 2006 Censuses or that exceeded the DA maximum population limit. Other user-
defined DA updates were accepted in areas where the DA structure either changed substantially between 2001
and 2006 as a result of automated delineation or simply did not provide users (local area experts) with relevant
data since the DAs were not representative of their communities. The implementation of both of these types of
user-defined updates eliminated the requirement for a fully automated delineation, which was used in previous
censuses.

In 2006, dissemination areas (DAs) were delineated outside of census metropolitan areas (CMAs) and census
agglomerations (CAs) using an automated area delineation system. Within CMAs and CAs that contained census
tracts (CTs), DAs were kept relatively stable since the previous census. Some DAs in these areas were adjusted to
respect changes to CT, CA, and CMA boundaries.

In 2001, the DA was a new standard geographic area. It replaced the enumeration area (EA) as a basic unit for
dissemination. The 1996 population counts were used to delineate the DAs, mainly in blockface geocoding areas
of CMAs and those CAs that contained CTs. Everywhere else, the 2001 DAs were the same as the 2001 EAs used
for data collection.

Dissemination block (DB)

Definition

A dissemination block (DB) is an area bounded on all sides by roads and/or boundaries of standard geographic
areas. The dissemination block is the smallest geographic area for which population and dwelling counts are
disseminated. Dissemination blocks cover all the territory of Canada.

Reported in

2016, 2011, 2006 (dissemination block)
2001 (block)

Remarks

Dissemination blocks are primarily an artefact of the road network. As such, the number of DBs created is a
function of the timeliness and accuracy of the road network prior to the census. For the 2016 Census, the road
network used for DB creation is up to date as of June 2016.

In preparation for the 2016 Census, Statistics Canada developed strategies to ensure dissemination
geographies match with topographic datasets used outside Statistics Canada for policy and planning purposes.
This convergence work resulted in updates to the current road network and corresponding DB structure.
Convergence work was completed in British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

Highway medians, ramp areas and other irregular polygons may form dissemination blocks on their own.

A morphological dissemination block is split to form two or more DBs wherever it is traversed by the boundaries

of selected standard geographic areas. This makes it possible to aggregate dissemination block data to all higher
level standard geographic areas. In 2011, DB boundaries had to respect the following standard geographic areas:
federal electoral districts (FEDs), census subdivisions (CSDs), census tracts (CTs), designated places (DPLs) and
dissemination areas (DAs). The 2016 DBs must respect three additional standard geographic areas: namely health
regions (HRs), local health integration networks (LHNs) and previous census population centres (POPCTRs).
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In rural areas where the road network is sparse or even non-existent, the boundaries of collection blocks are used
to avoid creating very large dissemination blocks.

Each dissemination block is assigned a three-digit code. In order to uniquely identify each dissemination block
in Canada, the two-digit province/territory (PR) code, the two-digit census division (CD) code and the four-digit
dissemination area (DA) code must precede the DB code. For example:

PR-CD-DA-DB code Description
12 09 0103 002 Province 12: Nova Scotia
CD 09: Halifax
DA 0103
DB 002
59 09 0103 003 Province 59: British Columbia
CD 09: Fraser Valley
DA 0103
DB 003

Only population and dwelling counts are disseminated at the dissemination block level (with the dissemination
area being the smallest standard geographic area for which characteristic data are disseminated). To ensure
confidentiality, population counts are adjusted for dissemination blocks having a population of less than 15.

Table 1.1 in the introduction shows the number of dissemination blocks by province and territory.

Refer to the related definitions of census division (CD); census subdivision (CSD); census tract (CT); designated
place (DPL); dissemination area (DA); federal electoral district (FED); population centre (POPCTR) and Spatial
Data Infrastructure (SDI).

Changes prior to the current census

In 2006, the term ‘dissemination block’ replaced the term ‘block.’
In 2001, the term ‘block’ was used.

Prior to 2001, households and their associated population and dwelling counts were geographically referenced to
the enumeration area at the time of collection. For more information, refer to the Geography Working Paper Series
— Introducing the Dissemination Area for the 2001 Census: An Update (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-
cel?catno=92F0138MIE2000004&lang=eng) (Catalogue no. 92F0138MIE2000004).

Economic region (ER)

Definition

An economic region (ER) is a grouping of complete census divisions (CDs), with one exception in Ontario,
created as a standard geographic unit for analysis of regional economic activity.

Reported in

2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996 (economic region)
1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971 (subprovincial region)

Remarks

Within the province of Quebec, economic regions (régions administratives) are designated by law. In all other
provinces and territories, economic regions (ERs) are created by agreement between Statistics Canada and the
province/territory concerned. Prince Edward Island and the three territories each consist of one ER. In Ontario,
there is one exception where the ER boundary does not respect census division boundaries: the census division
of Halton is split between the ER of Hamilton—Niagara Peninsula and the ER of Toronto.
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Each economic region is assigned a two-digit code. In order to uniquely identify each ER in Canada, the two-digit
province/territory (PR) code must precede the two-digit ER code. For example:

PR-ER code ER name
10 10 Avalon Peninsula (N.L.)
3510 Ottawa (Ont.)

Changes to economic regions for the 2016 Census

In Manitoba, the boundary between Southeast (ER 46 10) and South Central (ER 46 20) was affected because
part of Division No. 3 (CD 46 03) was given to Division No. 2 (CD 46 02) because Franklin, RM (CSD 46 02 025)
and Emerson, T (CSD 46 03 033) were amalgamated to form Emerson—Franklin, MU (CSD 46 02 024).

Also in Manitoba, the boundary between South Central (ER 46 20) and North Central (ER 46 40) was adjusted
because part of Division No. 8 (CD 46 08) was given to Division No. 4 (CD 46 04) because Notre Dame de
Lourdes, VL (CSD 46 08 033) and Somerset, VL (CSD 46 04 006) and Lorne, RM (CSD 46 04 063) were
amalgamated to form Lorne, MU (CSD 46 04 064).

Table 1.1 (available on February 8, 2017) shows the number of economic regions by province and territory.

Refer to the related definitions of census division (CD); census subdivision (CSD) and Standard Geographical
Classification (SGC).

Changes prior to the current census

In New Brunswick, the boundary between Campbellton—Miramichi (ER 13 10) and Fredericton—Oromocto
(ER 13 40) was affected because part of Stanley, P (CSD 13 10 036) was taken from York (CD 13 10) and
annexed to Upper Miramichi, RCR (CSD 13 09 027) in Northumberland (CD 13 09).

In Ontario, the boundary between London (ER 35 60) and Stratford—Bruce Peninsula (ER 35 80) was affected
because part of Perth East, TP (CSD 35 31 030) was taken from Perth (CD 35 31) and annexed to East Zorra-
Tavistock, TP (CSD 35 32 038) in Oxford (CD 35 32).

In Alberta, the boundary between Edmonton (ER 48 60) and Banff—Jasper—Rocky Mountain House (ER 48 40)
was affected because part of Yellowhead County, MD (48 14 003) was taken from Division No. 14 (CD 48 14) and
annexed to Brazeau County, MD (CSD 48 11 032) in Division No. 11 (CD 48 11).

Federal electoral district (FED)

Definition

A federal electoral district (FED) is an area represented by a member of the House of Commons. The federal
electoral district boundaries used for the 2016 Census are based on the 2013 Representation Order.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Remarks

Following the release of population counts from each decennial census, the Chief Electoral Officer determines
the number of seats in the House of Commons and publishes the information in the Canada Gazette. Electoral
boundaries commissions then determine the adjustments to the constituency boundaries. Based on reports

from these commissions, the Chief Electoral Officer prepares a representation order (RO) that describes the
boundaries and specifies the name and the population of each federal electoral district (FED). The representation
order is in force on the first dissolution of Parliament that occurs at least one year after its proclamation. The
2013 Representation Order (proclaimed on October 5, 2013) was based on 2011 Census population counts, and

92 Statistics Canada — Catalogue no. 98-301-X2016001



Dictionary, Census of Population, 2016 Geography

increased the number of FEDs to 338, up from 308 for the previous 2003 Representation Order. Ontario received
additional seats as well as Alberta and British Columbia. The names of FEDs may change at any time through an
Act of Parliament.

The 2016 Census was taken according to the 2013 Representation Order. The FED boundaries and names used
for the 2016 Census reflect those in effect on January 1, 2016 (the geographic reference date for the 2016 Census
of Canada).

Each federal electoral district is assigned a three-digit code. In order to uniquely identify each FED in Canada,
the two-digit province/territory (PR) code must precede the FED code. For example:

PR-FED code FED name

46 008 Provencher (Man.)
59 023 Port Moody — Coquitlam (B.C.)

Table 1.1 shows the number of federal electoral districts (2013 Representation Order) by province and territory.

Changes prior to the current census

The 2011 and 2006 Censuses were taken according to the 2003 Representation Order.
The 2001 Census was taken according to the 1996 Representation Order.

The 1996 and 1991 Censuses were taken according to the 1987 Representation Order.
The 1986 and 1981 Censuses were taken according to the 1976 Representation Order.
The 1976 and 1971 Censuses were taken according to the 1966 Representation Order.
The 1966 and 1961 Censuses were taken according to the 1952 Representation Order.

Geographical region of Canada
Definition

The geographical regions of Canada are groupings of provinces and territories established for the purpose of
statistical reporting. The six geographical regions of Canada are:

e Atlantic
*  Quebec
e Ontario
e Prairies

e British Columbia

e  Territories

Reported in
2016, 2011

Remarks
Refer to the related definition of Standard Geographical Classification (SGC).

Changes prior to the current census
Not applicable
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Place name (PN)

Definition

‘Place name’ refers to selected names of active and retired geographic areas as well as names from the Canadian
Geographical Names Data Base. Place names also include names of census subdivisions (municipalities),
census divisions, designated places, population centres, provinces, federal electoral districts, economic regions
and census metropolitan areas as well as the names of some local places. There can be duplicate place names,
however the place name point co-ordinates have been offset for cartographic display purposes.

Reported in
2016, 2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966, 1961

Remarks

The term ‘place name’ replaces the term ‘locality’ for the 2011 Census.

The purpose is to provide users with a means for searching and mapping on ‘localized’ place names.
Place name data keeps evolving and may not be comparable between censuses.

Refer to the related definitions of census subdivision (CSD); designated place (DPL) and population centre
(POPCTR).

Changes prior to the current census

Prior to 2011, the term ‘locality’ was used to describe historical place names, such as former census subdivisions
(municipalities), designated places and urban areas. However, the locality and place name concepts were not
identical.

Prior to 2001, localities did not exist.

Prior to 1996, designated places did not exist.

Population centre (POPCTR)

Definition

A population centre (POPCTR) has a population of at least 1,000 and a population density of 400 persons or
more per square kilometre, based on population counts from the current Census of Population. All areas outside
population centres are classified as rural areas.

Taken together, population centres and rural areas cover all of Canada.
Population centres are classified into three groups, depending on the size of their population:
e small population centres, with a population between 1,000 and 29,999
* medium population centres, with a population between 30,000 and 99,999
e large urban population centres, with a population of 100,000 or more.
Population centre population includes all population living in the cores, secondary cores and fringes of census
metropolitan areas (CMAs) and census agglomerations (CAs), as well as the population living in population
centres outside CMAs and CAs.
Reported in
2016, 2011
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Remarks

A review of the population centre concept was undertaken in 2012. The purpose of this review was to determine
if the delineation rules that had been maintained over the years could be updated to optimize population centre
boundaries. Based on the review, population centres were redelineated using a revised set of criteria for the
2016 Census. This rebase allowed the addition of new delineation thresholds, the inclusion of new data sets,
and removal of certain constraints limiting spatial overlap with other administrative geographies.

Table 1.7 indicates how each of the three groups of population centres have changed since 2011.

To begin the rebase of population centres, the first rule, which stated that previous census population centres had
to be retained if their population was 1,000 or more, was removed. Instead of retaining the previous census (2011)
population centres and using them as a starting point, current census (2016) dissemination blocks (DBs) were
used as building blocks for the delineation. In addition, new thresholds were added to the delineation steps.

The population density of 400 persons per square kilometre was retained as the primary density threshold and a
secondary population density threshold of 200 persons per square kilometre was added. Employment density was
also added to the delineation. Employment density was calculated for each dissemination block based on data
obtained from Statistics Canada’s Business Register and a threshold of 400 employees per square kilometre was
chosen for the delineation.

The 2016 delineation rules for population centres (POPCTR) are ranked in order of priority:

1. If a dissemination block or group of contiguous dissemination blocks, each having a population density of
at least 400 persons per square kilometre for the current census, then the dissemination block or group
of contiguous dissemination blocks is delineated as a population cluster.

2. If a dissemination block has a population density of at least 200 persons per kilometre or an employment
density of 400 employees per square kilometre and it is adjacent to a population cluster, then it is added
to that cluster.

3. Inorder to be retained as a population centre, the resulting population cluster must have a minimum
population of 1,000 and a population density of at least 400 persons per square kilometre.

4. The distance by road between population centres is measured. If the distance is less than two kilometres,
then the population centres are, in most cases, combined to form a single population centre. Certain
restrictions apply when combining population centres located less than two kilometres apart. For example,
population centres are only combined provided they do not cross census metropolitan area (CMA) or
census agglomeration (CA) boundaries, or if the population centre, which is also a secondary core, is not
combined with another core. In some instances, population centres are not combined because the current
block structure does not always permit such a merger. For example, if the addition of intermediate blocks
would cause the population density of the newly-formed population centre to drop below 400, then the
blocks would not be added and the two near adjacent population centres would remain separated.

5. Dissemination blocks that correspond to airport locations and are less than two kilometres away from the
population centre are added to the population centre, provided they do not compromise the population
density threshold of 400 persons per square kilometre.

6. Interior holes are filled and irregularities to outer boundaries are smoothed.

The resulting population centres are reviewed and may be modified to ensure spatial contiguity and optimal
boundaries.

New for 2016, population centre, designated place and census subdivision overlap is permitted.

Most population centres contain commercial and industrial districts, railway yards, airports, parks and other
uninhabited areas that result in the inclusion of dissemination blocks with population densities of less than

400 persons per square kilometre. The inclusion of less populated areas can be explained in part by the use
of employment density and airport data. In general, the impact on the total population within population centres
is minor, but the impact on specific land areas could be significant.

Once a population centre attains a population of 10,000 persons, it is eligible to become the core of a census
agglomeration (CA). Once a population centre attains a population of 50,000 and is the core of a CA with a

. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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minimum total population of 100,000, then it is eligible to become the core of a census metropolitan area (CMA).
When a population centre with a population of at least 50,000 persons is also the core of a CA, the CA s eligible
for the census tract program.

Naming convention

The name of the population centre is the name of the principal census subdivision (CSD) when the CSD is

(or was) a city, town or village. If two or more principal CSDs are involved, the population centre may be given a
compound name. In other cases, the name of the population centre is an appropriate place name. If two previous
census population centres are amalgamated, the previous census names are considered for a compound name.

In order to maintain historical comparability, an effort is made to keep core and secondary core names unchanged
between censuses. Only two core names were updated between 2011 and 2016 as a direct result of the spatial
representation of the rebased population centres.

Bowmanville — Newcastle was renamed to Bowmanville

St. Catharines — Niagara was renamed to St. Catharines — Niagara Falls

Geographic code

Population centre codes are unique four-digit codes that are assigned sequentially upon the POPCTR creation.
These codes remain constant between censuses. If a population centre is retired due to amalgamation or failure
to meet the current census population or density thresholds, then its code is retired. If a population centre is
added, it is assigned the next available POPCTR code.

It is recommended that the two-digit province/territory (PR) code precede the POPCTR code in order to identify
each POPCTR uniquely within its corresponding province/territory. For example:

PR-POPCTR code POPCTR name

11 0159 Charlottetown (P.E.I.)
130122 Campbellton (N.B.)
24 0122 Campbellton (Que.)
46 0282 Flin Flon (Man.)

47 0282 Flin Flon (Sask.)

60 1023 Whitehorse (Y.T.)

Five POPCTRs straddle provincial boundaries: Campbellton (New Brunswick and Quebec), Hawkesbury (Ontario
and Quebec), Ottawa — Gatineau (Ontario and Quebec), Flin Flon (Manitoba and Saskatchewan) and Lloydminster
(Alberta and Saskatchewan).

Table 1.1 shows the number of population centres by province and territory.

Refer to the related definitions of census metropolitan area (CMA) and census agglomeration (CA); census
subdivision (CSD); core, fringe and rural area; designated place (DPL); dissemination block (DB); land area; place
name (PN) and population density.

Changes prior to the current census

For the 2011 Census, the term ‘population centre’ replaced the term ‘urban area’. The term ‘urban area’ existed at
Statistics Canada from the 1961 to 2006 censuses.

Prior to 2011, urban areas included a wide range of densely-populated areas, from small centres with a population
of 1,000 to very large centres of more than 1 million. This approach ignored size differences by treating all urban
areas as a single group. Given the widely accepted view that a more dynamic urban-rural continuum exists,

the use of the term ‘urban area’ could lead to misinterpretations.

In 2011, population centres were divided into three groups for the first time based on the size of their population
to reflect the existence of an urban-rural continuum.
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The 2011 delineation rules for population centres (POPCTR), ranked in order of priority, were as follows:

1. The 2006 urban areas were retained as 2011 population centres if their current census population
remained at 1,000 or more.

2. If a dissemination block with a population density of at least 400 persons per square kilometre
was adjacent to a population centre, then it was added to that population centre.

3. If a dissemination block or group of contiguous dissemination blocks, having a minimum population
of 1,000 and a population density of at least 400 persons per square kilometre for the current census,
then the dissemination block or group of contiguous dissemination blocks was delineated as a new
population centre.

4. The distance by road between population centres was measured. If the distance was less than two
kilometres, then the population centres were combined to form a single population centre, provided they
did not cross census metropolitan area (CMA) or census agglomeration (CA) boundaries.

5. If a population centre was contained within a census subdivision (CSD) or a designated place (DPL),
the difference in land area between the population centre and the CSD or DPL was calculated. For
confidentiality purposes, if the difference between the CSD and the population centre was less than
10 square kilometres, then the boundary for the population centre was adjusted to match the CSD
boundary. However, if the difference between the DPL and the population centre was less than 10 square
kilometres and the remaining population was less than 100, then the population centre annexed the entire
DPL and the DPL was retired.

Previous to the 2016 Census, DPLs could not overlap POPCTR boundaries, with one exception permitted in 2011.
The DPL of Cowichan 1 (DPL 59 0321) in British Columbia overlapped the POPCTR of Duncan (POPCTR 0243).
In an effort to minimize data suppression for this area, this DPL represented a formerly discontiguous Aboriginal
community which had been combined to form a single discontiguous census subdivision (CSD).

For 2006, the boundaries of 412 urban areas for 2001 were adjusted to correct for over-bounding which largely
resulted from the 2001 block structure. This correction resulted in the reduction of land area of these 2001 urban
areas in preparation for the delineation of the 2006 urban areas. The correction also resulted in the reinstatement
of four urban areas for 2006 which had been merged with other urban areas in 2001: Fortune (10 0300), Sainte-
Croix (24 0878), Chateauguay (24 1177) and Dowling (35 1084).

One of the 2006 urban areas, Attawaspiskat 91A (UA 35 1275), was an area that had been identified as being
an incompletely enumerated Indian reserve. Data for 2006 were not available for the incompletely enumerated
reserves and settlements, and were not included in tabulations. Because of the missing data, users were
cautioned that for the affected geographic areas, comparisons (e.g., percentage change) between 2001 and
2006 were not exact.

In 2001, the delineation of urban areas became an automated process that made it possible to use population
counts and population density data from the current census.

Prior to 2001, the geographic units used for urban area delineation were census subdivisions, designated places
and enumeration areas. Population counts and population density from the previous census were used in all
cases, except when enumeration area boundaries had been adjusted for the current census.

For 1976, urban areas contained a population concentration of at least 1,000 persons and a population density
of at least 1,000 persons per square mile (386 per square kilometre). Urban areas were combined if they were
separated by less than one mile (1.6 kilometres).

For 1971, 1966 and 1961, urban areas included:

e allincorporated cities, towns and villages with a population of 1,000 persons or over;

e all unincorporated places with a population o